
Dear Friends and MWCS Members, 
I hope the new year brings creative energy to all.  

Well, we survived 2021 Covid year with the 73rd/74th 
Exhibition season a success!  Thanks to Art Center 
of Battle Creek which hosted the Annual Exhibition, 
Adrian Center for the Arts, ART 634 in Jackson, 
NCCA-ArtPlace in Fremont and Greater Flint Arts 
Council for hosting our Travel Awards Exhibition.  I 
would also like to thank everyone that entered the 
“Outside the Box” exhibition and the 20 artists that 
exhibited at the Black Box Gallery in Dearborn. On to 
the 75th!

Let’s make the 75th Annual Exhibition milestone year 
a special one.  We are back in Detroit where it all began 
in 1946 with some very important people bringing water 
media painting to the foreground for Michigan artists. 
Thanks to our Founders for putting in the hard work to 
create this wonderful organization. 

 Thanks to Historian, Vicki Pisto, who stitched 
together milestone moments of our history in the Fall 
2021 Newsletter.   This exhibition season will include 
stops at the following galleries.  First, the 75th Annual 
will be held at Hannan Center – Kayrod Gallery, an 
expanded space of the Ellen Kayrod Gallery.  Travel 
locations this year include Anton Art Center Mt 
Clemens, Rivers Edge Gallery Wyandotte, Riverside Art 
Center Ypsilanti, and Greater Flint Arts Council.  The 
exhibition dates are included in this newsletter. 

Our juror this year is David Becker, click on the name 
to find out more. David’s workshop will be held at the 
Rocco Pisto Gallery in Ann Arbor.  Registration is 
limited to 10 students. 

Art Talk is a new offering from MWCS.  Every 
month we look for interesting things our members 
are up to and share them in a Zoom call on the first or 
second Saturday of the month at 1PM EST.   We have 
heard from President Emeritus, Marilynn Derwenskus 
and MWCS Board Member, Belinda McGuire.  Up 
next on February 12th is Mark Mehaffey, April 9th is 
Clayton Lewis, son of Professor Emeritus at UM, 
William A. Lewis.  May 14th, we invite CultureVerse 
to discuss a virtual gallery solution for our artists (you 
don’t want to miss this one!). 

Our Spring meeting (the annual exhibition submission 
preview) is scheduled for March 12, 2022, at 1:30PM in 
the Bloomfield Township Library.  The meeting room 
will not be open before 1PM for us to setup. 

Thanks to all the great MWCS volunteer Board 
members who have served through the years.  Without 
you there would be no exhibitions, newsletter, catalogs, 
meetings, workshops…. Camaraderie allows artists 
to share best practices and helps in the building of 
lifelong friendships.  Our Board members have had the 
opportunity to network with fellow artists, jurors, and 
galleries around the State of Michigan. 

Promoting a stronger awareness and interest in 
watercolor as well as advancement of the watercolor 
media as an art form, through presentation, workshops, 
juried shows and artist networking.
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75th MWCS Annual Exhibition
Juror for the 75th Annual Exhibition | David R. Becker

The 75th Annual Exhibition will be schduled at the Kayrod Gallery,  June 4th -July 2th, 
2022.  The opening reception and presentation will be June 4th,  2022.  Before the Annual 
Exhibition, this year’s juror, David R. Becker has agreed to run a workshop at the Rocco 
Pisto Art Studio May 31, June 1, June 2 2022 in Ann Arbor, Michigan.   
Remember to register before April 30, 2022 |  for more information go to page 5

David R. Becker  |  TWSA Artist, Illustrator, and Art Instructor.
Since 1983, David had spent most of his artistic life and career in the city of Chicago 

–the reason why a large majority of his subject matter comes from his life in the city that 
he loves so much. 

After studying at The American Academy of Art in Chicago, Becker went into 
illustrating for a major advertising agency - J. Walter Thompson, and later Foote, Cone 
and Belding. David went into teaching right out of school, but he always found time for 
his favorite ambition - creating fine art paintings.

David Becker’s Website  |  https://www.beckerart.net/

Exhibition Schedule

February 9  Postmark deadline for artist entries

March 12  MWCS 75th entrée slide show 1:30pm – 3:30pm

April 2,   Acceptance and rejection letters go out. 

May 19-20  Accepted works ship to Kayrod Gallery

May 21   Intake at Kayrod Gallery Detroit 10am -1pm

May 31-June 2  David Becker workshop at Rocco Pisto Gallery

June 4   Annual Exhibition at Kayrod Gallery opening reception 1pm – 4pm

June 4   David Becker presentation 1pm

June 4   Annual Exhibition Awards Presentation 2pm

July 5  Outtake Kayrod Gallery 10am to 1:00pm

Our Board seats require a minimum of a three-
year term to maintain consistency in running our 
organization.   The member you are replacing provides 
training and mentorship. We have several board or 
committee positions open.  If you had any interest in 
giving back to the organization that helps provide you 
and your work exposure, now is the time.  Some roles 
require more time commitment than others.

Key roles available are Exhibition Co-Chair (two roles 
available), Travel Exhibition Co Chair, Program Chair, 
Social Chair, Social Media Chair, and Web Master.  Please 
contact me if interested.  Roccopistoart@gmail.com. 

ArtTalk is a new offering to our membership. ArtTalk 
is a one hour zoom call with artists who have some 
affiliation with MWCS.  It’s an opportunity to get 

updates on their work and thought process.  If you 
know of artists that our members would love to hear 
from, let us know.  Listed below is the current schedule.  

Art Talk calendar of events

February 12th  1pm Mark Mehaffey

April 9th  1pm Clayton Lewis 

May 14th  1pm CultureVerse 

Rocco Pisto 
MWCS President 

MICHIGAN WATER COLOR SOCIETY

June 4, to July 2, 2022  |  Hannan Center Kayrod Gallery  |  Detroit, Michigan

Special 75th Annual Exhibition 
commorative poster by Rocco Pisto

mailto:Roccopistoart%40gmail.com?subject=


Michigan Water Color Society

Historian’s Corner
Vicki Pisto

OH BOY!
MWCS Art Historian just had an epic 
moment!
We were contacted by Victor Colman, 
whose parents Richard Kinney and 
Joanne Colman Kinney were members 
of the society.  Richard Kinney served 
on the board as Publicity Chair 
in the late 1960’s, and had kept a 
file with newsletters, brochures, 
and correspondence from that 
time.  Victor asked if we would be 
interested in the file – and of course 
we said yes!
The file arrived this week, and 
there are some real gems in 
it!  Correspondence with Joy 
Hakanson Colby – Detroit 
News Art Critic for 60 years 
– corresponded with Richard 
regarding a panel discussion 
that was held at the McGregor 
Memorial, December 8th, 

1967.  The topic of the panel discussion was 

“Watercolor Today”, and Joy Colby was one of three 
panel members, along with Eastern Michigan professor, 
longtime MWCS member and watercolorist Kingsley 
Calkins; and Wayne Andrews, Wayne State professor 
and art historian specializing in the history of American 
Art.  Wouldn’t it be fun to listen to a recording of that 
now, 55 years later?  I’ll bet we would hear some of the 
same concerns.  When the MWCS board went looking 
for jurors, they searched far and wide – the director of 
MOMA; the director of the Guggenheim; the director 
of the Albright Gallery; the director of the Whitney… 
and my personal favorite, Romare H. Bearden, one of 
the most creative and original artists of his time. We have 
a lovely letter from Romare detailing out his schedule 
and his regret at not being able to jury the 1970 show.  
According to the brochures we found, the 15th Annual 
Exhibition, 1961-1962 opened at Wayne State, and 
then traveled to 9 different locations in Wisconsin, 
Kentucky, Indiana, Missouri, Illinois, and Michigan. 
The 21st Annual Exhibition, 1967-1968, traveled to 
the University of Texas and The Ohio State University, 
among 5 others.
Rocky and I read this and wondered how in the world 
these paintings could travel to so many locations.  
Correspondence in March of 1967 between John Van 
Haren, MWCS board member, and Stuart Hodge, 
director of the Flint Art Institute answered that 
question:
“The exhibit will be available for pickup at Mercy 
College in Detroit on or after March 27… The exhibit is 
not framed and probably can be loaded into a standard 
size station wagon.  There will be about 80 pieces and not 
larger than 36” x 46”.
Lots of interesting documentation and information, and 
we thank Vic Colman for sending this along!

An Epic Moment for the
Michigan Water Color Society

More information on Joy Colby, as well as an article she wrote of an overview of the art scene in Detroit, look here:  
http://www.corridortribe.com/individuals/joy_harkinson_061706.htm

If you want more information about Romare, check out these links:  
https://beardenfoundation.org/  and https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Romare_Bearden

http://www.corridortribe.com/individuals/joy_harkinson_061706.htm
https://beardenfoundation.org/


MWCS Upcoming 

Calendar of Events

MWCS 75th Annual Exhibition Schedule of Events 

February 9, 2022 / postmark / email / submission deadline for entries.

March 12, 2022  / MWCS Annual Entry Slide Show Presentation / 1pm to 3pm

May 19-21, 2022 / Intake of selected paintings for the 75th Annual Exhibition / 10pm to 1pm

May 31 to June 2, 2022 / David R. Becker Workshop, Rocco Pisto Gallery

June 4, 2022 / Opening Reception 75th Annual Exhibition, Kayrod Gallery / 1pm to 4pm

June 4 - July 2, 2022 / 75th Annual Exhibition, Kayrod Gallery

July 5, 2022 / Pick up Artwork at the Kayrod Gallery, 10am to 1pm

Art Talk A New Offering for Members
ArtTalk is a one hour zoom call with artists who have some affiliation with MWCS.  It’s an opportunity to get 
updates on their work and thought process.  If you know of artists that our members would love to hear from,  
let us know.  Listed below is the current schedule.  

February 12, 1pm   |  Mark Mehaffey
 Join us for a delightful hour with Internationally recognized artist Mark E Mehaffey who is a signature member of the 
American Watercolor Society, Dolphin Fellow and the National Watercolor Society.

April 9, 1pm   |  Clayton Lewis 
Is the Curator of Graphics Material at the William L. Clements Library at the University of Michigan.  He oversees 
the Clements’ collection of historical prints, photographs, artwork, illustrated sheet music, ephemera, and other visual 
materials. Clayton also assists researchers and promote the use of visual materials as a source for advanced scholarship.  
Clayton is the son of MWCS Board Member emeritus, Bill Lewis.

May 14, 1pm   |  CultureVerse 
Join the CultureVerse team May 14th at 1pm for an online workshop to learn how to create a virtual gallery for show-
casing your artwork. During this 1 hour workshop, our team will train artists to build in Saganworks, a free online 
platform for designing and building shareable virtual spaces.
CultureVerse is a Michigan non-profit whose mission is to serve the creators and keeps of art, culture, and knowledge. 
Learn more about our work at cultureverse.org. 

P.S. Don’t think you need to be a computer whiz to use this tool!  It is very interactive! 



David Becker | Watercolor Workshop | Registration Form

Name ______________________________________ Address ____________________________________________________

Email     __________________________________________________  Phone   (______)__________________________________

❏ MWCS Member Workshop fee .......................................................................................................  $250.00    ___________ 

❏ Non-member Workshop fee ............................................................................................................  $300.00    ___________   

❏ I am interested in MWCS Membership .............................................................. amount for membership    ___________  

❏ $30 individual membership  ❏ $40 Family Membership   

❏ $15 Student Membership - school graduation date __ / __ 

❏ I am interested in Hotel Information

Visit the MWCS website for membership information.  
You may combine the Workshop fee and a MWCS membership fee on a single check.

Send Check payable to: Michigan Watercolor Society and completed form to:  
Rocco Pisto at 5312 Hilltop Court, Ann Arbor, MI 48105

For more information:
Contact Rocco Pisto at  (614) 408-8500

Join this 3 day watercolor workshop and learn to watercolor paint 
from beginning to end with Illinois-based artist and author David 
R. Becker. Starting with the control of the watercolor medium, 
David teaches students all the skills needed to create well-composed 
paintings. Photo references will accompany each morning and 

afternoon lesson. David takes great pride in making sure every 
student leaves with the ability to paint with confidence. Painters at 
every level will enjoy this workshop. A class supply list will be sent 
ahead of the class. So join us May 31st of 2022,  and be ready to 
expand your knowledge of watercolor painting.

Watercolor Workshop with David Becker
May 31, June 1, June 2, 2022  |  9:30am - 4:30pm        

Rocco Pisto Gallery  | 5312 Hilltop Court, Ann Arbor, MI 48105 
 

Cost for the workshop is $250.00 for MWCS Members and $300.00 for non-members
A class supply list will be sent to you ahead of the class. 

Registration Deadline: April 30, 2022

total amount    ___________



PaintTube Art Instruction Videos 
features over 300 art instruction videos and books.

We produce, film, edit and market art instruction and demonstration DVD’s for 
some of the best known, award-winning, most admired and successful artists.

Learn to paint with the best artists in the world, featuring art Instruction videos in 
oil, watercolor, pastel and acrylic.

Our videos are available in 2 different formats
*DVD - Physical DVD to be played in desktop player attached to your TV or in a 

laptop/computer with disc drive.
*Video Download – Get streaming access similar to Netflix and Spotify (You can 

download in the app for offline viewing).

Please click HERE to sign up for our weekly newsletter.

You can also download our 2021 Wish Book by  
clicking HERE to view our selection!

If you have any questions, we can be reached at  
(877) 867-0324 or info@lilipubs.com

Hahnemuehle Free Paper Offer
for MWCS Members

Hahnemuehle Paper has a special offer for MWCS members. 
A free two-sheet sample paper kit The kit includes two 6 x 8 sheets of cold press paper and a product flyer. 

To request your sample send an email request to Carol Boss at usaartist@hahnemuehle.com. Please include your 
address in the email and mention that you are a Michigan Water Color Society member.  

To get more information about Hahnemuehle Watercolor Paper, please go to their website at: 
https://www.hahnemuehle.com/en/artist-papers/watercolour.html

To get more information about  
PaintTube, please go to their website at:  
https://painttube.tv

https://lilipubsorders.us7.list-manage.com/subscribe/post?u=7eb3acfab2e8b02bf0d1797d7&id=b1880990e8
https://issuu.com/thomaselmo/docs/liliedahl_catalog_2021_digital
mailto:info%40lilipubs.com?subject=
https://www.hahnemuehle.com/en/artist-papers/watercolour.html
https://painttube.tv


This award, established in 2020, recognizes artistic 
achievement in water-based media over many years. 
It especially honors contributions to the mission 
and goals of the Michigan Water Color Society 
– to promote a stronger awareness and interest in 

watercolor, maintain high standards, and further 
education in the contemporary arts.

This award is designed to honor those members who 
may not be regularly exhibiting in the MWCS annual 
exhibition, but who continue to have an impact in 
the art world through education, volunteerism, and 
advocacy. Nominees for the Lifetime Achievement 
should be current members in good standing of the 
organization. Nominations for this award may be made 
by MWCS members in good standing (dues paid) for 
at least 3 years. No self-nominations will be considered. 

Nominations must be made in writing and 
should be submitted to the MWCS Recording 
Secretary.  Supporting information and additional 
recommendations may be included in the nomination. 
It will be the Recording Secretary’s responsibility to 
work with the Membership Chair and notify the other 
board members of the nomination and to disseminate 
the supporting information.

Here are the requirements, & the process for nomination

•  Nominees for the Lifetime Achievement Award should be current members in good standing of the Michigan 
Watercolor Society

• Nominations for this award may be made by a MWCS member in good standing
• Nominating member must have been a due-paying member for at least three (3) years
• No self-nominations will be considered
• At this time, MWCS Board is not entertaining posthumous Lifetime Achievement awards
•  Nominations should be in keeping with the intent to honor contributions to the mission and goals of the Michi-

gan Watercolor Society
•  Nominations must be made in writing and submitted to the Recording Secretary, Katherine Harra, at Katherine.

harra@gmail.com.  The Recording Secretary will review the information with the Membership Chair, and others 
as needed, to ensure completeness and correctness of the application prior to forwarding to the full Board.

• Supporting information and additional recommendations should be included in the written nomination.
• At a minimum, the nomination should include:
 • The full name(s) of the nominee
 • Relevant dates; images; documents; etc.
 •  Supporting information that indicates the nominee has made a significant contribution to the missions 

and goals of the Michigan Watercolor Society
•  Nominations received by the board by the end of a given calendar year will be considered by the board and voted 

upon before the next full membership annual meeting.  Nominees will be approved for the award with a closed 
ballot, two-thirds vote of the full board.  Nominees that are board members will abstain from the vote.

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS 
MWCS Lifetime Achievement Award

Submissions should be made to Katherine Harra 
katherine.harra@gmail.com

Denise Willing-Booher - Sundown

mailto:katherine.harra%40gmail.com?subject=


Michigan Water Color Society 

Board of Directors

Thanks to our board members for all that they do. 
We are currently in need of volunteers for several position.  
If you are interested in getting more involved, feel free to reach out to me at mwcsart@gmail.com

President
Rocco Pisto Term 5th year – Term 8 years

Awards/Fundraising Co-Chair 
Stacie Rose – Term 1st year

Awards/Fundraising Co-Chair 
Ruth Forman – Term 3rd year

Corresponding Secretary
Mallory Lloyd – Term 1st year 

Exhibition Co-Chair
Nobuko Yamasaki – Term 4th year 

Exhibition Co-Chair / TBD
 
Graphics / Newsletter
David Giordan – Term 2nd year 

Historian  
Vicki Pisto – Term 2nd  year 

Membership Chair   
Richard Goff – Term 2nd year 

Social Chair / TBD

Social Media Chair 
Tracy Lyons – Term 2nd  year 

Program Chair / TBD 
    
Recording Secretary 
Katherine Harra – Term 3rd year   

Traveling Exhibition Chair
Jeanne O’Leary – Term 2nd year 
  
Treasurer
Barbara Baker  – Term 4th year  

Webmaster
Joe Kotzan – Term 4th year 

Jan Filarski - Galactic Mechanisms VIIIDonna Thibodeau - Before TeaSusan Kwolek  - Of Mice and Pain

New Board Member 
Please welcome Mallory 
Lloyd to the MWCS 
Board as Corresponding 
Secretary.  Mallory is a 
Art History Major in her 
final year at the University 
of Michigan Dearborn 
campus.  She has taken on 
this role from Julie -Ann 
Magdowski, who also 
graduated from UofM 
Dearborn.   Mallory has 
taken on this role as an 
intern and is responsible 
for the 75th Annual Exhi-
bition Submission process.   
We hope we can keep her 
on beyond this year if pos-
sible.  This role will add to 
her resume the leadership 
skills of organizing a state-
wide painting submission 
process and working with 
artists and juror for this 
exhibition season.   

mailto:mwcsart%40gmail.com?subject=


Here’s how we use 
your dues 
Membership Your annual 
dues cover the room rental 
cost for two member 
meetings, dual master artist 
presenter fees and meeting 
refreshments. Some dues 
are used to help cover the 
printing of the annual 
juried show catalog. 

Michigan Water Color Society 

Membership Application

Membership to the Michigan Water Color Society is open to all past and current Michigan residents. The membership 
year is from September 30 to September 30 and the annual fee is:

❏ $30 Individual Membership ❏ New ❏ Renewal  ❏ $40 Family Membership ❏ New ❏ Renewal

Family membership a designed for artists residing at the same address. They receive one mailing via the email below. Both 
will be eligible to enter the annual exhibition at the member rate.

$15 Student Membership     ❏ New  ❏ Renewal        must be 18 to 24     College_________________________ Birthdate __/__/__

The Board of Directors is continually looking for individuals who can help the organization. Any training will be provided.
Would you be interested in serving on the board?

❏ Yes ❏ No

Name_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Address________________________________________ City________________________ State____ Zip_____________

Home Phone (____)_______________ Cell Phone (____)_______________  Email__________________________________
An email address is needed to receive the newsletter

Would you like to link your personal website to the members page of the Michigan Water Color Society website?
Please add your URL here: My website URL is: http://__________________________________________________________

❏ Individual Annual Membership          $_____________
❏ Individual Family Annual Membership         $_____________
❏ Individual Student Annual Membership         $_____________

❏ I would like to make a donation to the MWCS Awards Fund         $_____________
❏ I would like to make a donation to the MWCS Administrative Fund      $_____________

           Total Amount $_____________
          
Please make check payable to the Michigan Water Color Society and mail this form to: 
MWCS Membership c/o Richard Goff / 278 Pineway Dr. Ann Arbor MI 48103 / Phone (571) 499-8270

MWCS Membership Benefits
•  Newsletter - includes all MWCS events, exhibit & workshops opportunities, tips, member news section
•  Notification of meetings, events, prospectus, annual exhibition
•  Attendance at the Fall dual Artist Presentation
•  Reduced annual competition entry fee
•  Supporting & promoting Water-medium Arts and Artists
•  Mentorship by extraordinary professional artists
The annual exhibition entry fee covers our national recognized juror’s fee, dining, lodging and travel expenses as well as 
the cost of the prospectus, the 4-color annual show catalog printing & mailing. If an artist’s painting sells during the an-
nual show the venue takes their percentage and the artist is paid the balance. 

MWCS does not receive any funds from the sale. The MWCS Award fund donations support the annual exhibition awards.
Please contact me if interested in working with us at roccopistoart@gmail.com or call at 614-408-8500.


