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Promoting a stronger awareness and interest in
watercolor as well as advancement of the watercolor
media as an art form, through presentation, workshops,
juried shows and artist networking.
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Dear MWCS Members and Friends,
We are preparing to launch our 75th Annual
Exhibition season with several events to help grow
your painting experience and provide venues to
showcase your work. It has always been the mission
of the Michigan Water Color Society to promote our
members anyway possible. Over the last few years,
we have expanded our social media presence with a
Facebook page (Michigan Water Color Society) that
now reaches over 1,400 followers and an Instagram
page (MWCSART) as well. After the 75th Annual
Exhibition next October there will be a year of
transition for many Board members, and we wish to
fill those positions with new members looking to grow
their career in the water media space.
Included in this newsletter are all activities planned
so far and a great article of the evolution of MWCS
over the past 75 years by Historian, Vicki Pisto.
Next October 2022, I will be retiring as President of
MWCS after five years at the post and eight years on
the Board. Tracy Lyons, who has done an excellent job
as our first Social Media Chair, will be transitioning
to take my place as President. Mallory Lloyd, an Art
History senior at the University of Michigan Dearborn,
will become the new Corresponding Secretary taking
over for Julie-Ann Magdowski from the same school.
Stacie Rose will take over for Ruth Forman as Awards

• Membership Form

Chair. We still need to fill the roles of Exhibition CoChairs, a Webmaster and Program Chair.
Please contact me to discuss these opportunities.
roccopistoart@gmail.com.
We appreciate the years of dedication and work ethic
demonstrated by the Board members leaving office. It
was such a pleasure working with all of you – thank
you!
Congratulations to all the members that submitted
work for the “Outside the Box” online exhibition
as well as the 20 pieces selected to physically display
their work at the Black Box Gallery. This exhibition
of “not necessarily watercolor” pieces runs from
October 22nd to November 20th at the new Black
Box Gallery in Dearborn. Stop in for the show; bring
friends; and enjoy some wonderful coffee drinks at the
new Blackbox Gallery located on Monroe Street in
Dearborn.

Rocco Pisto
MWCS President

OUTSIDE THE BOX
AT THE

BLACK BOX
GALLERY

Michigan Water Color Society

Members Exhibition
This exhibition will provide all active members the ability to showcase a current work within the last two years
in our online catalog. The work can feature watercolor, acrylic, oil, pastel, collage, block print, and Encaustic
painting. All pieces will be included in this online exhibition.

Juror

Grace Serra Art Collections Curator/Coordinator at Wayne State University

List of Winning Entries
Janet Almstadt-Davidson / Too Much Politics/ $500 / 20 x 16 / Acrylic on board
Barbara Baker / Bee Boxes / $325 / 15.5 x 20 / Plein air watercolor
Beverly Booth / Road to Northport Michigan / $350 / 17 x 21 / Watercolor
Frank Dulin / Calder at the DIA / $500 / 9 x 12 / Etching
Ruth Forman / Strength / NFS / 20 x 16 / Watercolor
Richard Goff / Throughly Intwined / $450 / 26 x 22 / Gouache & ink
Tina Hotchkiss / The End is Near / $225 / 22 x 30 / Watercolor, black gesso & colored pencil

Schedule

Walda Juhl / Guardian of the Corn Crib / $225 / 23.5 x 19 / Watercolor
Carol LaChiusa / A View form the Window in Paris / $1,450 / 40 x 30 / Watercolor on canvas

Oct 23-Nov 20
Membership
Collection Top 20
Exhibition, Black
Box Gallery

Rosemary Lee / Bayou Blues / $300 / 29 x 23 / Collagraph & monotype print

November 22
Black Box
Exhibition is over.
Outake of art.

Rocco Pisto / Lost in the Mist #3 / $925 / 18 x 26 / Imagio glass watercolor

If any artist has a
conflict, they can
come Saturday the
20th from 4-6pm

Robin Maxon / Jazz Singer / $575 / 16 x 20 / Acrylic
Barbara Eko Murphy / Surviving the Pandemic / $300 / 16 x 14 / Ink, watercolor and charcoal
Meghan Pennisi / Bowl of Vegetables / $350 / 17 x 14 / Watercolor
Joanne Rummell / The Feast / $800 / 30 x 25 / Bleach, graphite and colored pencil
Laura Whitesides Host / Spring is Around the Corner / $700 / 30 x 30 / Mixed water media and collage
Denise Willing Booher / Henry the Hatter Beauty / $2,800 / 30 x 22 / Watercolor
Cynthia Yates / Golden Skyline / $500 / 13 x 21 / Acrylic
Paula Zaks / Seeking an Answer / $1,200 / 20 x 16 / Encaustic
Lori Zurvalec / Ancient Burr Oak no.2 / $1,200 / 30 x 40 / Acrylic, acrylic medium, paint pen on board

Michigan Water Color Society

Historian’s Corner
Vicki Pisto

The Founding of the
Michigan Water Color Society
In September of 1946, a group of about 70 watercolorists who were interested
in the feasibility of starting a state-wide society met in the galleries of the Scarab
Club. From that initial gathering, a committee was formed to draft plans for such a
group. The committee was comprised of Emil Weddige and Donald Gooch of the
University of Michigan; Mary Jane Bigler, Helen May and Wayne Claxton of Wayne
State University; William A. Bostick of the DIA; Donald Brackett of Cass Technical
High School; Thad Brykalski of Maxon, Inc.; and Ernest Scanes and Nelson Welch
of the Scarab Club.
There was much to discuss – membership rules and by-laws; precise definition
of watercolor; dues; exhibition locations; recruitment of members – many of the
same topics we still discuss today. One of the major discussions was the spelling of
watercolor – one word, or two. During this period of research and development,
there was one theme that ran through all the discussions – “for this organization
to exist, it must be based solidly on the premise of integrity and professionalism,
and that it must be a meeting ground for all points of view.” (Emil Weddige)
By the end of the year, the committee presented their work to the larger
organization, and the group voted itself into being. Emil Weddige and William
Bostick became the first Co-Presidents of the new organization.
The first MWCS Annual Exhibition was held at the Alger House Branch
Museum of the Detroit Institute of Arts (now the Grosse
Pointe War Memorial) from June 28
to July 27, 1947. J. Arthur MacLean,
Curator Emeritus of the Toledo
Museum of Art was the Juror. There
were 59 paintings selected for the exhibit;
no awards were given. (The Awards Fund
was not established until the 10th Annual
Exhibition in 1956.)
Interesting side note:
Thad Brykalski was the exhibition chair
and wrote a letter soliciting Andrew Wyeth
as a juror. Wyeth declined by letter, which
is still preserved somewhere in the MWCS
Archives

Information extracted from MWCS newsletters,
documents, correspondence, etc.

Historian’s Corner
continued

At the third Annual Exhibition in 1949 (held at
Alumni Hall in Ann Arbor), 40 artists were designated
as “charter members”, having exhibited in 2 of the 3
annual exhibitions. This nuclear group of 40 Michigan
painters, as reported by Mary Jane Bigler, were:

a step forward with this exhibit…the DIA mounted
a show that reflects their commitment to quality,
innovation and contemporary issues.”
The 60th MWCS Annual Exhibition of 60
watercolor paintings showed from June 22-July 20,

Third Annual Exhibition from 1949 included these 40 Michigan painters
W. Alonzo Allen
Cyril Miles
Mary Jane Anway
David Mitchell
James Ashcroft
Carl Mithof
Mary Jane Bigler
Lois Murphy
William Bostick
Jouise Jannson Nobili

Margaret Bradfield
A.Franklin Page
Thad Brykalski
Dorla Putnam
Wayne Claxton
Ernest Scanes
Harry Glassgold
Arthur Simms
Ama Goetsch
Frederick Simper

Elsa Goodman
Warren Simpson
Edward Groves
Jean Paul Slusser
Ken Haines
Janet Stickney
Jean Teague Hascall
Walter Sullivan
Paul Haller Jones
John Tabb

The 10th Annual Exhibition was held at the Scarab
Club in 1956. The Awards Fund was fully instituted,
with awards up to $100 per prize. MWCS also
celebrated that year with a Retrospective of Award
Winners, held at the DIA.
The 15th year of MWCS (1961) was celebrated by
sponsoring a National Show, held at the Community
Arts Gallery at Wayne State University. Local artists
Louise Nobili and Harry Packman represented
Michigan.
The 25th Annual Exhibition was held May 16 –
June 13, 1971, at the University of Michigan Gallery
in Ann Arbor, Michigan.
The 30th Annual show was held at the DIA in 1976
and juried by Dr. Charles Millard, Curator of the Art
Museum in Washington D.C. Sixty paintings were
accepted in to this show.
The 39th Annual show in 1985 saw a change
in format of the Exhibition Catalogs – more like
magazines with beautiful design. Also in 1985, the
Society sponsored a national competition, with a
collection of 104 paintings at the Midland Center for
the Arts, March 31 – April 24, 1985. This national
show then traveled to 14 galleries around the state –
yes, 14!
The 50th MWCS Annual special anniversary
show was held at the Detroit Institute of Arts
from January 19 – March 9, 1997. Paintings were
juried by a committee of three DIA directors and
curators. Chairperson Stanley Rosenthal, who
stated that he “didn’t care for watercolor or for
watercolor organizations” and felt that “members were
burdened by too much isolation, too much technical
emphasis and not enough awareness of “modernism”
and contemporary issues.” With the 50th annual
exhibition, he said “that the jury was tough, the
competition fierce, and that the membership made

Gene Kyle
Emil Weddige
Lloyd Loeffler
Anna Werbe
Dorothea Mackenthun
Norman Williams
Robert MacMullan
Ruby Williams
Helen May
Edgar Yaeger

2007. A group of watercolor paintings by Founding
Members, organized and curated by Linda and Donald
Mendelson, ran concurrently with the Annual show
this year, and were featured in the Exhibition catalog
as well.
In 2019, MWCS mounted a special exhibition,
the MWCS Chair Exhibition – Past and Present.
Conceived by Chair Rocco Pisto, the exhibit showed
at the Black Box Gallery in Dearborn, from July
12-August 3, 2019. Ten past and present MWCS
Chairpersons works were shown, with a widely
attended reception held on the opening day.
The 73rd (2020) and 74th (2021) Annual
Exhibitions were combined, due to the Covid-19
Pandemic. The paintings juried into the 73rd show
were first shown online during 2020; and then
exhibited in an annual exhibition and several travel
shows as the “74th”. This Annual also became the
inaugural year for MWCS Signature Members and
Great Lakes Fellows – awards designed to showcase
members who not only regularly exhibit, but who
volunteer and give back to the MWCS organization.
In October-November of 2021, the new Black Box
Gallery in Dearborn is hosting the “Outside the Box”
show, conceived by Chair Rocco Pisto and inspired by
the “non-watercolor” or “watercolor-plus” work done
by our members – pieces that might not qualify for our
Annual Exhibition. Juried by Wayne State Professor
Grace Sera, these works help convey the diversity of
our members talents.
And now – on to the 75th Annual Exhibition!
Returning to our Detroit roots, the show will be at the
Kayrod Gallery in the Hannan Center on Woodward
Avenue, near Wayne State University. The show, juried
by David R. Becker, will open on June 4, 2022, with
an opening reception from 1 – 4 pm; and continue
until July 2, 2022.

MWCS Upcoming

Calendar of Events
Workshop | Loose Watercolor Painting – Steve Griggs Style
Saturday, November 6, 2021

12pm - 4pm 1/2 day Zoom Workshop | $75 members / $100 non-members | Register before: October 31, 2021
Learn how to create loose, moving, and evocative watercolor paintings with free and generous brush strokes.
During this workshop, beginner to advanced level painters are invited to try out a variety of watercolor painting
strategies and techniques to create loose, intuitive, free, and spontaneous effects. You will learn about color mixing,
glazes, composition, drying time, thickness, and lost and found edges, while painting short, warm-up sketches as well
as finished landscape, cityscape, and/or waterscape paintings.
Workshop sessions start with a demonstration painting, followed by a short instruction session, and then time for
participants to work on their own paintings with individual attention and feedback.
This style of painting will move participants out of their comfort zone. There is sure to be a lot of laughter and
camaraderie as participants encourage one another’s efforts and discover the beauty that emerges as they develop their
own loose painting voice.
For more information contact Rocco Pisto at mwcsart@gmail.com.

Exhibition | Outside the Box
Oct 23-Nov 20

Membership Collection Top 20 Exhibition, Black Box Gallery, 1034 Monroe Street Dearborn, MI 48124.
This exhibition will run through November 20th, showcasing our members current work. The work in this exhibit
features watercolor, acrylic, oil, pastel, collage, block print, and Encaustic painting.

Art talk | Marilynn Derwenskus
December 4, 2021

1pm -2pm Zoom Call | Free to all current members | Register before: November 15, 2021
I had regained my ability to paint, maybe because I suddenly remembered that there are four parts to a work or
art: subject, content, form, and technique. Zoom call in December with MWCS Signature and Great Lakes Fellow.
For more information contact Rocco Pisto at mwcsart@gmail.com.

Workshop | David Becker
May 31, June 1, June 2, 2022

9:30am - 4:30pm Daily | $250.00 for Members / $300.00 non-members | Register before: April 30, 2022
Rocco Pisto Gallery | 5312 Hilltop Court, Ann Arbor, MI 48105 | A supply list will be sent to you before the class.
Join this 3 day watercolor workshop and learn to watercolor paint from beginning to end with Illinois-based
artist and author David R. Becker. Starting with the control of the watercolor medium, David teaches students
all the skills needed to create well-composed paintings. Photo references will accompany each morning and
afternoon lesson. David takes great pride in making sure every student leaves with the ability to paint with
confidence. Painters at every level will enjoy this workshop. A class supply list will be sent ahead of the class.
So join us May 31st of 2022, and be ready to expand your knowledge of watercolor painting.

MWCS Upcoming

Calendar of Events
MWCS 75th Annual Exhibition
The 75th Annual Exhibition will be schduled at the Kayrod Gallery, June 4th -July 2th, 2022.
The opening reception and presentation will be June 4th, 2022.
Before the Annual Exhibition, this years juror, David R. Becker has agreed to run a workshop at the
Rocco Pisto Art Studio
May 31, June 1, June 2 2022 in Ann Arbor, Michigan. Register before: April 30, 2022
COLOR SOCIETY
MICHIGAN WATER
Hannan Center Kayrod Gallery
June 4, to July 2, 2022 |

| Detroit, Michigan

Special 75th Annual
Exhibition commorative
poster by Rocco Pisto

Juror for the 75th Annual Exhibition | David R. Becker

David R. Becker, TWSA Artist, Illustrator, and Art Instructor.
Since 1983, David had spent most of his artistic life and career in the city of Chicago –the reason why
a large majority of his subject matter comes from his life in the city that he loves so much.
After studying at The American Academy of Art in Chicago, Becker went into illustrating for a major
advertising agency - J. Walter Thompson, and later Foote, Cone and Belding. David went into teaching right out of
school, but he always found time for his favorite ambition - creating fine art paintings.
https://www.beckerart.net/

MWCS 75th Annual Exhibition Events for 2022
February 9, 2022 / postmark / email / online submission deadline for entries.
March 12, 2022 / MWCS Annual Entry Slide Show Presentation / 1pm to 3pm
May 21, 2022 / Intake of selected paintings for the 75th Annual Exhibition / 10pm to 1pm
May 31 to June 2, 2022 / David R. Becker Workshop, Rocco Pisto Gallery
June 4, 2022 / Opening Reception 75th Annual Exhibition, Kayrod Gallery / 1pm to 4pm
June 4 - July 2, 2022 / 75th Annual Exhibition, Kayrod Gallery
July 5, 2022 / Pick up Artwork at the Kayrod Gallery, 10am to 1pm

Volunteer Art Teacher
On My Own of Michigan, a Troy-based agency that serves adults with mild developmental disabilities, is looking for a volunteer to teach art classes to its members. The commitment and content of the classes are flexible
- approximately one class per month. If you are interested or have questions, please contact Rachel Newbill,
Independent Living Program Manager, (248) 649-3739 xt. 228. More info on On My Own is available on its
website, onmyownofmi.org.

MWCS Annual Exhibition Traveling Show | Art Pick up

If you were in the travel show for the 73-74 Annual Exhibition don’t forget to pick up your artwork at
the Greater Flint Council January 10, 2022 10am to 1pm, 816 Saginaw St, Flint, MI 48502

Watercolor Workshop with David Becker
May 31, June 1, June 2, 2022 | 9:30am - 4:30pm
Rocco Pisto Gallery | 5312 Hilltop Court, Ann Arbor, MI 48105
Join this 3 day watercolor workshop and learn to watercolor paint
from beginning to end with Illinois-based artist and author David
R. Becker. Starting with the control of the watercolor medium,
David teaches students all the skills needed to create well-composed
paintings. Photo references will accompany each morning and

afternoon lesson. David takes great pride in making sure every
student leaves with the ability to paint with confidence. Painters at
every level will enjoy this workshop. A class supply list will be sent
ahead of the class. So join us May 31st of 2022, and be ready to
expand your knowledge of watercolor painting.

Cost for the workshop is $250.00 for MWCS Members and $300.00 for non-members
A class supply list will be sent to you ahead of the class.
Registration Deadline: April 30, 2022

David Becker | Watercolor Workshop | Registration Form
Name ______________________________________ Address ____________________________________________________
Email __________________________________________________ Phone (______)__________________________________
❏ MWCS Member Workshop fee ....................................................................................................... $250.00 ___________
❏ Non-member Workshop fee ............................................................................................................ $300.00 ___________
❏ I am interested in MWCS Membership .............................................................. amount for membership ___________
❏ $30 individual membership ❏ $40 Family Membership
❏ $15 Student Membership - school graduation date __ / __
❏ I am interested in Hotel Information
Visit the MWCS website for membership information.
You may combine the Workshop fee and a MWCS membership fee on a single check.
Send Check payable to: Michigan Watercolor Society and completed form to:
Rocco Pisto at 5312 Hilltop Court, Ann Arbor, MI 48105
For more information:
Contact Rocco Pisto at (614) 408-8500

total amount ___________

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS

MWCS Lifetime Achievement Award

Denise Willing-Booher - Sundown

This award, established in 2020, recognizes artistic
achievement in water-based media over many years.
It especially honors contributions to the mission
and goals of the Michigan Water Color Society
– to promote a stronger awareness and interest in

watercolor, maintain high standards, and further
education in the contemporary arts.
This award is designed to honor those members who
may not be regularly exhibiting in the MWCS annual
exhibition, but who continue to have an impact in
the art world through education, volunteerism, and
advocacy. Nominees for the Lifetime Achievement
should be current members in good standing of the
organization. Nominations for this award may be made
by MWCS members in good standing (dues paid) for
at least 3 years. No self-nominations will be considered.
Nominations must be made in writing and
should be submitted to the MWCS Recording
Secretary. Supporting information and additional
recommendations may be included in the nomination.
It will be the Recording Secretary’s responsibility to
work with the Membership Chair and notify the other
board members of the nomination and to disseminate
the supporting information.
Submissions should be made to Katherine Harra
katherine.harra@gmail.com.

Here are the requirements, & the process for nomination
• Nominees for the Lifetime Achievement Award should be current members in good standing of the Michigan
Watercolor Society
• Nominations for this award may be made by a MWCS member in good standing
• Nominating member must have been a due-paying member for at least three (3) years
• No self-nominations will be considered
• At this time, MWCS Board is not entertaining posthumous Lifetime Achievement awards
•N
 ominations should be in keeping with the intent to honor contributions to the mission and goals of the Michigan Watercolor Society
•N
 ominations must be made in writing and submitted to the Recording Secretary, Katherine Harra, at Katherine.
harra@gmail.com. The Recording Secretary will review the information with the Membership Chair, and others
as needed, to ensure completeness and correctness of the application prior to forwarding to the full Board.
• Supporting information and additional recommendations should be included in the written nomination.
• At a minimum, the nomination should include:
• The full name(s) of the nominee
• Relevant dates; images; documents; etc.
• S upporting information that indicates the nominee has made a significant contribution to the missions
and goals of the Michigan Watercolor Society
•N
 ominations received by the board by the end of a given calendar year will be considered by the board and voted
upon before the next full membership annual meeting. Nominees will be approved for the award with a closed
ballot, two-thirds vote of the full board. Nominees that are board members will abstain from the vote.

Michigan Water Color Society

Board of Directors

Susan Kwolek - Of Mice and Pain

Donna Thibodeau - Before Tea

Jan Filarski - Galactic Mechanisms VIII

Thanks to our board members for all that they do.
We are currently in need of volunteers for several position.
If you are interested in getting more involved, feel free to reach out to me at mwcsart@gmail.
President
Rocco Pisto Term 5th year - 8 years on the board
Awards/Fundraising Co-Chair
Stace Rose – Term 1st year
Awards/Fundraising Co-Chair
Ruth Forman – Term 3rd year
Corresponding Secretary
Mallory Lloyd – Term 1st year
Exhibition Co-Chair
Nobuko Yamasaki – Term 4th year
Exhibition Co-Chair / TBD
Graphics / Newsletter
David Giordan – Term 2nd year
Historian
Vicki Pisto – Term 2nd year
Membership Chair
Richard Goff – Term 2nd year

Social Chair / TBD
Social Media Chair
Tracy Lyons – Term 2nd year
Program Chair / TBD
			
Recording Secretary
Katherine Harra – Term 3rd year
Traveling Exhibition Chair
Jeanne O’Leary – Term 2nd year
Treasurer
Barbara Baker – Term 4th year
Webmaster
Joe Kotzan – Term 4th year

Michigan Water Color Society

Membership Application
Membership to the Michigan Water Color Society is open to all past and current Michigan residents. The membership
year is from September 30 to September 30 and the annual fee is:
❏ $30 Individual Membership

❏ New ❏ Renewal		

❏ $40 Family Membership

❏ New ❏ Renewal

Family membership a designed for artists residing at the same address. They receive one mailing via the email below. Both
will be eligible to enter the annual exhibition at the member rate.
$15 Student Membership ❏ New ❏ Renewal

must be 18 to 24 College_________________________ Birthdate __/__/__

The Board of Directors is continually looking for individuals who can help the organization. Any training will be provided.
Would you be interested in serving on the board?
❏ Yes ❏ No
Name_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Address________________________________________ City________________________ State____ Zip_____________
Home Phone (____)_______________ Cell Phone (____)_______________ Email__________________________________
An email address is needed to receive the newsletter

Would you like to link your personal website to the members page of the Michigan Water Color Society website?
Please add your URL here: My website URL is: http://__________________________________________________________
❏ Individual Annual Membership										$_____________
❏ Individual Family Annual Membership									$_____________
❏ Individual Student Annual Membership									$_____________
❏ I would like to make a donation to the MWCS Awards Fund
					
❏ I would like to make a donation to the MWCS Administrative Fund 					

$_____________
$_____________

											Total Amount
										
Please make check payable to the Michigan Water Color Society and mail this form to:
MWCS Membership c/o Richard Goff / 278 Pineway Dr. Ann Arbor MI 48103 / Phone (571) 499-8270

$_____________

Here’s how we use
your dues
Membership Your annual
dues cover the room rental
cost for two member
meetings, dual master artist
presenter fees and meeting
refreshments. Some dues
are used to help cover the
printing of the annual
juried show catalog.

MWCS Membership Benefits
• Newsletter - includes all MWCS events, exhibit & workshops opportunities, tips, member news section
• Notification of meetings, events, prospectus, annual exhibition
• Attendance at the Fall dual Artist Presentation
• Reduced annual competition entry fee
• Supporting & promoting Water-medium Arts and Artists
• Mentorship by extraordinary professional artists
The annual exhibition entry fee covers our national recognized juror’s fee, dining, lodging and travel expenses as well as
the cost of the prospectus, the 4-color annual show catalog printing & mailing. If an artist’s painting sells during the annual show the venue takes their percentage and the artist is paid the balance.
MWCS does not receive any funds from the sale. The MWCS Award fund donations support the annual exhibition awards.
Please contact me if interested in working with us at roccopistoart@gmail.com or call at 614-408-8500.

