
Dear friends and MWCS Members
 

Well, we are back!  We started the 73rd/74th Annual 
Exhibition season with a Zoom workshop with Juror 
Carolyn Latanision that was well received from both 
representational and abstract artists in attendance. This 
workshop provided so much more than what would 
have been possible in an in-person workshop.  Some of 
the attendees shared their thoughts about the Carolyn 
Latanision Workshop review in this newsletter.

The 73rd/74th Annual Exhibition reception was held 
on June 5, 2021, at the Battle Creek Art Center and was 
well attended, considering the times.   We would like to 
thank those that made the drive to Battle Creek to share 
in the event.  Showing your support for the galleries 
that host our work is very important to build a strong 
relationship with the community they serve.  It was great 
to engage with people in person!  The annual exhibition 
runs from June 5 – July 4, 2021. Outtake is on July 5th 
from 10am to 2PM.   For those not on our Facebook site, 
we have included several images from the reception. 

Travel Exhibition Series 
26 paintings will make up the Travel show circuit: 

Adrian Center for the Arts, July 12 to August 20th, with 
Reception Sunday, August 1, 2-4 PM. The travel show 
then moves to Art 634, Jackson, MI from September 1 
to Oct 2.  Then off to Newaygo Arts Place Council, from 
October 12- November 13, 2021.  The final stop is at the 
Greater Flint Art Council Dec. 10-24, 2021, and Jan. 
3-7, 2022.

Outside the Box Exhibition
Along with our 73rd/74th Annual Exhibition at 

Art Center of Battle Creek in June, featuring the juried 

work from last year’s entries, we wanted to introduce 
a one-of-a-kind show for our members to showcase 
current work. We are calling it “Outside the Box” - a 
member’s online exhibition.  We know many of our 
members do more creative work than just painting in 
watercolor.  So, all current members can submit one 
current piece (2019-2021) that will be included in our 
online catalog. Any 2D work is acceptable, for example 
acrylic, pastel, block print, collages, encaustic and any 
other medium.   it is a great way to see some of the 
creative endeavors from our members.  

Juror Grace Serra, Art Collections Curator/
Coordinator at Wayne State University, will review 
the online catalog to determine the 20 best pieces to 
exhibit at the new The Black Box Gallery, 1034 Monroe 
Street Dearborn, MI 48124.  The Black Box Gallery 
event will be hosted from October 23 – November 20, 
2021.

Our 75th Annual Exhibition is in the works and 
will be located at the Kayrod Gallery-Hannan Center 
in Detroit.  The Travel Exhibition locations include 
Anton Art Center in Mount Clemens, and River’s 
Edge Gallery in Wyandotte.  We are still searching for a 
couple more locations in the Detroit Metro area. 

We have a great MWCS Board in place, but we are 
always looking for new members to join some of our 
committees. Please reach out to me if you are interested 
in getting more involved in our organization at 
mwcsart@gmail.com.

Rocco Pisto 
MWCS President 

Promoting a stronger awareness and interest in 
watercolor as well as advancement of the watercolor 
media as an art form, through presentation, workshops, 
juried shows and artist networking.
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MWCS 73RD/74TH 
Annual Exhibition Update 

This year’s show was rescheduled to open on June 5 
through July 5 and was juried by highly acclaimed artist 

Carolyn Latanision AWS, NWS.  This exhibit was at 
the Art Center of Battle Creek, followed by a smaller 

traveling show that will travel the state to various galleries 
and venues.

MWCS 2021 & 2022
Traveling Show 

Destinations & Dates

Adrian Center for the Arts
July 12-August 20, 2021

1375 N Main St BLDG 46, Adrian, MI 49221

ART 634
Sept 1- Oct 1, 2021

634 N Mechanic St, Jackson, MI 49202

The Newaygo Arts Place Council
Oct 12- Nov 13, 2021

13 E Main St, Fremont, MI 49412

Greater Flint Art Council
Dec. 10-24, 2021 and Jan. 3-7, 2022

816 Saginaw St, Flint, MI 48502

Twylla Tassava - Waiting to Perform / Best of Show Award Winner

The MWCS 73rd/74th 
Annual Exhibition 
Catalog are available for 
sale of $20.  Please send a 
check for $22.00 which 
will cover postage to 
MWCS c/o Rocco Pisto, 
5312 Hilltop Court,  
Ann Arbor, MI 48105



I was fortunate to attend the MWCS sponsored online 
workshop with Carolyn Latanision on June 2nd, 3rd, 
and 4th.  I’ve attended several other virtual workshops 
throughout the COVID lock-down – so I have some 
comparisons to make.

This workshop stood out from the others as I really liked 
her philosophy of art.  Carolyn was willing to share a lot 
of information with participants about materials and 
techniques – not just at a high level, but specific details.

This Zoom workshop was like a private lesson.  In some 
workshops, folks will crowd around a demonstration, and 
it can become difficult to see everything.  During Carolyn’s 
demonstrations and videos, participants were able to see 
everything very clearly, and right up close.

Most importantly, Carolyn did not attempt to make us 
paint like she did - she showed us how to make art using 
certain techniques and tools.

I spent my time in the workshop absorbing all this 
information and new-to-me techniques and tools, which I 
then took back to my creative work after the workshop.

This was a great experience and highly recommended, no 
matter your experience level or style of watercolor.

- Marilynn Derwenskus 

Carolyn Latanision’ s three day Zoom call workshop was 
fast paced and filled with incredible video material.  The 
first two days of the 4-hour session were a demonstration 
of Carolyn’s thought process and materials used to create 

her architectural pieces.   The rest of the day gave us an 
opportunity to work on some of these methods using the 
brushes and materials recommended.   The next day we 
sent our jpeg images for Carolyn to share in the Zoom call 
and we discussed the progress.  The third day was spent with 
some final demonstration videos and final critique of the 
student work in progress.  For a $150 three-day workshop 
we got a master class in Watermedia techniques. 

- Rocco Pisto 

Carolyn’s workshop was an intense and informative 
experience.  Conducted at an advanced level, my head was 
spinning with all the ideas presented. She was comfortable 
with the technology and in some ways, being online was 
better than in person, as we always had a front row seat to 
the demos and could access them for a second time with the 
recordings. So much material was presented that we barely 
had time to paint! Carolyn then very generously offered 
to provide ongoing feedback on our paintings so that we 
can incorporate the new methods into our artwork at our 
own pace. I can’t say enough nice things about Carolyn 
Latanision!  She is a fantastic artist was a delight to work 
with at the workshop.

- Barb Baker

Carolyn Latanision appears to be a “natural” water 
colorists!  Despite the fact she might have had years of 
academic training during her journey, her teaching 
style is not only generous, in terms of conveying the info 
she’s learned, but she is completely “hands-on” and so 
“inspirational” in her delivery of info and techniques.   
Regardless of age and experience, I observed that her 
students, including myself, were eager and receptive to 
learn more about what we didn’t know….to really learn 
about “how” water color pigments work and the best way,  
conditions, paper and brushes for applying them effectively!  
Ms. Latanision is “masterful” at sharing techniques for 
both drawing and painting better paintings….she “the total 
package” in what an instructor should be.  

 Her workshop was well worth the money and the time I 
spent in the course. 
- Loretta Brown

For information on Carolyn Latanison’s online workshops 
please go to this web address.

https://www.carolynlatanision.com/classes/

A Review of the  
Carolyn Latanision Workshop



Fall Meeting 2021 
Trevarrow Inc of Auburn Hills
Saturday, October 16, 2021   10:00AM to 2:00PM 
1295 N. Opdyke Road, Auburn Hills, MI 48326
800-482-1948

Agenda
MWCS Updates – President Rocco Pisto 
Featured Speaker - Amy Sacksteder 
Featured Speaker - Ruth Forman
Board meeting to follow Featured Speakers 
Amy Sacksteder is a Professor in the School of Art 
+ Design at Eastern Michigan University. Her artwork 
is rooted in painting and drawing, but also delves into 
installation and time based media. Her work, which 
engages transience often using landscape and natural 
imagery has been sited on contemporary art websites 

and published in journals such as New American 
Paintings (Volume 77). Sacksteder’s work has been 
featured in solo and group exhibitions nationally and 
internationally at many university galleries.  She began 
teaching at EMU in 2006 and is currently an Associate 
Professor teaching Foundations. 

Ruth Forman is the MWCS Awards Chair. 
To be in touch with nature is one of the most 

important things in my life.  
I consider myself a person that enjoys everything that 

I do in art, doesn’t matter what medium I use,  what 
matters is the result. Watercolor has giving me the 
opportunity to explore and express myself in a way that 
is hard to describe with words. When I have a brush in 
my hand I try to transfer my thoughts and emotions on 
paper.  

Majority of my art work comes from my closes 
surroundings, like our woods up north and my flowers, 
birds and all the wildlife.

MWCS Upcoming 

Calendar of Events

Watercolor Workshop
Loose Watercolor Painting – Steve Griggs Style
1/2 day Zoom Workshop
Saturday, November 6, 2021   
$75 members / $100 non-members 

Learn how to create loose, moving, and evocative 
watercolor paintings with free and generous brush 
strokes. During this workshop, beginner to advanced 
level painters are invited to try out a variety of watercolor 
painting strategies and techniques to create loose, 
intuitive, free, and spontaneous effects. You will learn 
about color mixing, glazes, composition, drying time, 
thickness, and lost and found edges, while painting short, 
warm-up sketches as well as finished landscape, cityscape, 
and/or waterscape paintings.

Workshop sessions start with a demonstration 
painting, followed by a short instruction session, 
and then time for participants to work on their own 
paintings with individual attention and feedback.

This style of painting will move participants out of 
their comfort zone. There is sure to be a lot of laughter 
and camaraderie as participants encourage one another’s 
efforts and discover the beauty that emerges as they 
develop their own loose painting voice.

For more information 
contact Rocco Pisto at
mwcsart@gmail.com.



Michigan Water Color Society 

Members 
Exhibition

Artist  ____________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________

City_____________________________State________Zip_______________

Email Address_____________________________________________________

Phone ( _____ ) __________________________________________________

Entry Title________________________________________________________

Price $____________________________     ❏ Please check if entry is NOT for Sale        

Entry Dimensions in inches (height ______________ x ______________ width)

Medium _________________________________________________________

Awards donation appreciated _________________________________________

Membership Dues  $30 ______________________________________________

This exhibition will provide all active members the ability to showcase a current work 
within the last two years in our online catalog.  The work can feature watercolor, acrylic, 
oil, pastel, collage, block print, and Encaustic painting.  All pieces will be included in this 
online exhibition.   

Juror
Grace Serra Art Collections Curator/Coordinator at Wayne State University will 
review the online catalog to determine the 20 best pieces to exhibit at The Black Box 
Gallery, 1034 Monroe Street Dearborn, MI 48124.   

Eligibility and How to Enter
Current members of MWCS are eligible to enter.  
There is no entry fee. 

If you are not a member, pay the membership dues and 
include it with this form.

The exhibition is limited to two dimensional work

Size limitation is 40“h x 30”w to accommodate  
Black Box Gallery wall space.

Pieces need to be framed and wired.

Digital Entries
Send an email with an attached jpeg image of your entry. 
No exceptions

The file size should be 1800 pixels for the largest 
dimension either width or height.

Please use the following file naming convention.  

First name_Last name_title

Schedule
August 15  
online submission 
deadline

September 3  
Online gallery opens

September 24  
Juror results for Top 20 
Exhibition at the New 
Black Box Gallery

October 15  
Art Intake from  
12 noon to 2pm at the 
Black Box Gallery

Oct 23-Nov 20 
Membership Collection 
Top 20 Exhibition,  
at the Black Box Gallery

November 22  
Black Box Exhibition is 
over. Outake of art.

Entry Form
Fill out this entry form and mail it by August 15, 2021 to:
MWCS Outside the Box Exhibition c/o  
Julie-Ann Magdowski, 1520 Henry Ruff Rd,  
Garden City, MI 48135

Email your digital entry JPEG to: 
MWCSArtEntries@gmail.com by August 15, 2021

OUTSIDE THE BOX
AT THE 

BLACK BOX
GALLERY



Michigan Water Color Society

Historian’s Corner
Vicki Pisto

A short message from your Historian:

1. If you have older copies of printed newsletters or other MWCS correspondence, please let Rocky Pisto 
(roccopistoart@gmail.com)  or Vicki Pisto (vpisto@gmail.com) know.  We are trying to collect as much history as 
possible in preparation for scanning and permanent storage.

2. Leading up to our 75th Annual Exhibition, we will be re-telling the story of our organization’s founding and 
growth.  If you have any anecdotes or short stories about any of the founding or early members, please type them 
up in a short email and send them along to Vicki Pisto (vpisto@gmail.com) for inclusion in upcoming newsletters.
 
3. Any suggestions or ideas for future columns for any area of the newsletter are greatly appreciated.

~ Vicki Pisto

Patricia McGraw was a longtime member of the 
Michigan Water Color Society. We lost her to cancer 
this February. During her weeks of illness, Pat gave me 
her permission and blessing to put together a book of her 
artwork, and she chose the painting for the cover.  Sadly, 
although I hurried, the book arrived just too late to show 
her the final product.  I printed copies for her family 
and for those of us in her “artist family”, the Sisters of 
the Brush.   The book includes 19 memorable images of 
collages, watercolors, and a handmade book, plus a happy 
picture of Pat on the back cover.

With the kind permission of Pat’s family, we hope to 
use this book not only to share the joy of Pat’s marvelous 
art, but to raise funds for the art scholarship the Sisters of 
the Brush will be endowing. Pat was a strong believer in 
and supporter of art education. To that end I’m ordering 
copies of Pat’s artbook in quantity for distribution to 
those who knew and loved Pat, as well as other art lovers    
I am hoping those interested will be willing to cover the 
cost of the book plus a donation to the scholarship for a 
total of $30.   

If you are interested in the book or if you have any 
questions, please drop me a note at Katherineharra@
sistersofthebrush.com.  

Katherine Harra

Patricia McGraw Legacy Book



This award, established in 2020, recognizes artistic 
achievement in water-based media over many years. 
It especially honors contributions to the mission 
and goals of the Michigan Water Color Society 
– to promote a stronger awareness and interest in 

watercolor, maintain high standards, and further 
education in the contemporary arts.

This award is designed to honor those members who 
may not be regularly exhibiting in the MWCS annual 
exhibition, but who continue to have an impact in 
the art world through education, volunteerism, and 
advocacy. Nominees for the Lifetime Achievement 
should be current members in good standing of the 
organization. Nominations for this award may be made 
by MWCS members in good standing (dues paid) for 
at least 3 years. No self-nominations will be considered. 

Nominations must be made in writing and 
should be submitted to the MWCS Recording 
Secretary.  Supporting information and additional 
recommendations may be included in the nomination. 
It will be the Recording Secretary’s responsibility to 
work with the Membership Chair and notify the other 
board members of the nomination and to disseminate 
the supporting information.

Here are the requirements, & the process for nomination

•  Nominees for the Lifetime Achievement Award should be current members in good standing of the Michigan 
Watercolor Society

• Nominations for this award may be made by a MWCS member in good standing
• Nominating member must have been a due-paying member for at least three (3) years
• No self-nominations will be considered
• At this time, MWCS Board is not entertaining posthumous Lifetime Achievement awards
•  Nominations should be in keeping with the intent to honor contributions to the mission and goals of the Michi-

gan Watercolor Society
•  Nominations must be made in writing and submitted to the Recording Secretary, Katherine Harra, at Katherine.

harra@gmail.com.  The Recording Secretary will review the information with the Membership Chair, and others 
as needed, to ensure completeness and correctness of the application prior to forwarding to the full Board.

• Supporting information and additional recommendations should be included in the written nomination.
• At a minimum, the nomination should include:
 • The full name(s) of the nominee
 • Relevant dates; images; documents; etc.
 •  Supporting information that indicates the nominee has made a significant contribution to the missions 

and goals of the Michigan Watercolor Society
•  Nominations received by the board by the end of a given calendar year will be considered by the board and voted 

upon before the next full membership annual meeting.  Nominees will be approved for the award with a closed 
ballot, two-thirds vote of the full board.  Nominees that are board members will abstain from the vote.

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS 
MWCS Lifetime Achievement Award

Submissions should be made to Katherine Harra 
katherine.harra@gmail.com.



Thanks to our board members for all that they do. We are currently in need of 
volunteers for several position. If you are interested in getting more involved, feel free  
to reach out to me at mwcsart@gmail.

Michigan Water Color Society 

Board of Directors

I get asked this question a lot – I am not a watercolorist – or an artist 
of any kind – but I still serve on the board and help promote Michigan 
Watercolor Society.  Why would I take the time to do that? 

1. I am meeting amazing people!  Gallery owners; art collectors; muse-
um curators; assorted artist’s family members and friends; and art lovers 
of all persuasions.  And we don’t just talk art – we talk about families; 
gardening; restaurants; vacation spots – you name it! 

2. I am giving back to a community that truly needs and appreciates 
my help.  I don’t have to be an artist to pick up donuts or water before 
an annual meeting; help post pictures on Facebook or Instagram; keep 
track of membership and dues; sort out entries for exhibitions; send 
a few emails; or help with intake or boxing up of paintings during our 
annual show.  There are so many tasks involved in keeping an organiza-
tion like this running, thriving, and growing that any and all hands are 
welcome. 

3. When I attend an exhibition or meeting, I am always learning 
something new.  Sometimes it’s about art or watercolor; sometimes it’s 

just about life.  Our members have some great stories to tell, and I love 
to hear them! 

4. I’m a project manager and process improvement expert by trade.  
I’m getting a chance to use my skills with MWCS. 

5. And finally, my spouse is an artist and member.  This provides us 
with another way to spend time together, and it helps me show my 
support of his talent and interests.  P.S. – He’s a good guy and supports 
my interests, too.

So…. spouses, children, parents, and significant others… an individual 
membership to MWCS is $30 annually.  A family membership is $40 
annually.  Please consider joining and participating.  I promise, you’ll get 
much more than your money’s worth – you will be creating time and 
memories with the artist in your family, and that is priceless!

~ Vicki Pisto

Current Board of Directors

President - Rocco Pisto

Awards/Fundraising Chair - Ruth Forman

Corresponding Secretary - Julie-Ann Magdowski

Exhibition Chair- Nobuko Yamasaki

Travel Chair - Jeanne O’Leary

Graphics & Newsletter - David Giordan

Historian - Vicki Pisto

Membership Chair - Richard Goff

Program Chair - Ed Marsh

Recording Secretary - Katherine Harra Miller

Social Media Chair - Tracy Lyons

Social Chair - Open

Treasurer - Barbara Baker

Webmaster - Joe Kotzan

Why would a non-artist become a member of MWCS?



Here’s how we use 
your dues 
Membership Your annual 
dues cover the room rental 
cost for two member 
meetings, dual master artist 
presenter fees and meeting 
refreshments. Some dues 
are used to help cover the 
printing of the annual 
juried show catalog. 

Michigan Water Color Society 

Membership Application

Membership to the Michigan Water Color Society is open to all past and current Michigan residents. The membership 
year is from September 30 to September 30 and the annual fee is:

❏ $30 Individual Membership ❏ New ❏ Renewal  ❏ $40 Family Membership ❏ New ❏ Renewal

Family membership a designed for artists residing at the same address. They receive one mailing via the email below. Both 
will be eligible to enter the annual exhibition at the member rate.

$15 Student Membership     ❏ New  ❏ Renewal        must be 18 to 24     College_________________________ Birthdate __/__/__

The Board of Directors is continually looking for individuals who can help the organization. Any training will be provided.
Would you be interested in serving on the board?

❏ Yes ❏ No

Name_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Address________________________________________ City________________________ State____ Zip_____________

Home Phone (____)_______________ Cell Phone (____)_______________  Email__________________________________
An email address is needed to receive the newsletter

Would you like to link your personal website to the members page of the Michigan Water Color Society website?
Please add your URL here: My website URL is: http://__________________________________________________________

❏ Individual Annual Membership          $_____________
❏ Individual Family Annual Membership         $_____________
❏ Individual Student Annual Membership         $_____________

❏ I would like to make a donation to the MWCS Awards Fund         $_____________
❏ I would like to make a donation to the MWCS Administrative Fund      $_____________

           Total Amount $_____________
          
Please make check payable to the Michigan Water Color Society and mail this form to: 
MWCS Membership c/o Richard Goff / 278 Pineway Dr. Ann Arbor MI 48103 / Phone (571) 499-8270

MWCS Membership Benefits
•  Newsletter - includes all MWCS events, exhibit & workshops opportunities, tips, member news section
•  Notification of meetings, events, prospectus, annual exhibition
•  Attendance at the Fall dual Artist Presentation
•  Reduced annual competition entry fee
•  Supporting & promoting Water-medium Arts and Artists
•  Mentorship by extraordinary professional artists
The annual exhibition entry fee covers our national recognized juror’s fee, dining, lodging and travel expenses as well as 
the cost of the prospectus, the 4-color annual show catalog printing & mailing. If an artist’s painting sells during the an-
nual show the venue takes their percentage and the artist is paid the balance. 

MWCS does not receive any funds from the sale. The MWCS Award fund donations support the annual exhibition awards.
Please contact me if interested in working with us at roccopistoart@gmail.com or call at 614-408-8500.


