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 President  Rocco Pisto—Blog 

Follow  the  Michigan Watercolor Society Facebook page for more up to date information and interactions. Post your 

latest paintings, exhibitions and content that would help others grow their painting careers. Over 758 follow our page. 

https://www.facebook.com/michiganwatercolorsociety/ 

December 2019 

As you enjoy the holiday season this year, we at MWCS would like to thank all members 

for their support in 2019.   We had a great 72nd Annual Exhibition season with the last 

stop of the Travel show to begin at the Greater Flint Art Council in December.   Thanks 

to Exhibition Co-Chairs Nobuko Yamasaki, Carol LaChiusa and Carmen Tice for a great 

job bringing this together.  

This year also included a bonus exhibition, titled “The Chair Exhibition Past and Pre-

sent” at Black Box Gallery in Dearborn. The exhibition featured the work of past chairs, 

Mary Jane Bigler, Angie Nagle Miller, Darcy Scott, Denise Willing Booher, Barbara Keidan, Laura Whitesides Host, Linda Mendel-

son, Lori Zurvalec, Marilynn Derwenskus and current MWCS Chairman and organizer, Rocco Pisto.  

Our Fall meeting included two great demonstrations by Chris Unwin and David Giordan.  The 50 plus members that attended were 

greeted with exceptional artists thought process discussions.  Also, all members received a beautiful watercolor book from Chris 

Unwin.   

We also had our first group Art Exchange Critique Group event in decades at the Alfred Berkowitz Gallery. This was an opportuni-

ty to share a painting in progress and get feedback from your peers on how to best move forward.  We had 13 MWCS members 

bring a painting and the discussion went well over three hours.  We will continue to offer these Art Exchange events throughout 

the year.  Hopefully in conjunction with an Annual or Travel Exhibition locations.  

We could not have had the year like this without the great support from the MWCS Board Chairs.  MWCS Board Chairs worked 

tirelessly throughout the year to make this organization great.  We also like to thank our new Board Chairs for stepping up and 

filling in vacant slots;  David Giordan as the new Graphic Chair, Vicki Pisto as the new Historian and Susan Semenick working on 

the Exhibition team. 

 We are currently in need of volunteers in several position.  Most pressing needs are in the area of Travel Exhibition, Member-

ship, Social Media and Social Chair.  If you are interested in getting more involved, feel free to reach out to me at 

mwcsart@gmail.com.  These are three-year terms, though some Board Chairs continue to give back to the organization well be-

yond their term.  

As we attempt to reach every quarter of the State of Michigan with our annual exhibition, we find it more difficult to find travel show 

locations relatively close to the Annual Exhibition. Our goal is to have the annual exhibition outside the Detroit Metro area two out 

of three years.   We don’t seem to have trouble finding locations for the annual exhibition.    In two years, the annual exhibition will 

be hosted by Art Center of Battle Creek, Battle Creek, MI and we already have some interest from Adrian Center for the Arts.  If 

you have a relationship with a gallery or other venues that would like to host 30 of the best Michigan water media paintings, feel 

free to contact us at mwcsart@gmail.com . 

73rd Annual Exhibition   May 21-July 1, 2020—Janice Charach Gallery,  West Bloomfield, MI    

The 73rd Annual Exhibition starts a little earlier next year.   The 73rd Annual Exhibition prospectus has been mailed to all members 
in December.  If you have not received your copy, feel free to fill out the online form or print the prospectus from the website. 
https://mwcsart.com/exhibition-entry-info/ 
 
Carolyn Latanision Workshop—Workshop Dates: May 17– 19, 2020 

Also included on the exhibition landing page on our website is the workshop registration form.  Carolyn Latanision is our 2020 73rd 
Exhibition Juror.  The registration is limited to 12 students.   To confirm your slot, register soon. https://mwcsart.com/wp-content/
uploads/2019/11/2020-Workshop-Flyer.jpg 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Michigan-WatercolorSociety/217901441567135
mailto:mwcsart@gmail.com
https://mwcsart.com/exhibition-entry-info/
https://mwcsart.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/2020-Workshop-Flyer.jpg
https://mwcsart.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/2020-Workshop-Flyer.jpg


 

 

 

 

MWCS 73rd Annual Exhibition  

Janice Charach Gallery 

 May 21-July1, 2020 

Annual Exhibit Opening Venue 

Janice Charach Gallery 

6600 W Maple Rd, West Bloomfield, MI  48322 

Schedule of events for the 73rd Annual Exhibition 

All work needs to be submitted either online, email or 

post office not later than February 9, 2020. 

Membership Meeting—March 7, 2020—2PM-4PM 

Includes meeting and projection of entries at Bloomfield 

Township Public Library 

Jurors Results will be announced via mail the week of 

March 28, 2020 

Accepted work being shipped to the Janice Charach 

Gallery needs to be shipped by April 28-30, 2020 

May 4, 2020, 12:00 - 4:00pm  - Intake of hand delivered 

works. 

Latanision  Workshop—May 17-19, 2020 

Latanision  Lecture—May 21, 2020, 5:00 - 6:00 pm 

Gallery Open Reception—May 21, 2020, 6:00 - 

8:00pm 

Last Day Exhibition—July 1, 2020 

July 2, 2020, 12:00 - 4:00 pm 

Pick up/return shipping of works not in travel exhibition 

We are looking for volunteers for Intake and Outtake let 

us know if you’re interested. We would love the help!! 

Please contact us at mwcsart@gmail.com. 

 

 

Water Color Workshop 

Janice Charach Gallery 

West Bloomfield, MI 

The Janice Charach Gallery provides a forum for the cre-

ation, exhibition and interpretation of visually oriented 

media. We promote works of fine art created by Jewish 

and non-Jewish artists providing unique opportunities for 

emerging and acknowledged artists.   

73rd Annual Traveling Exhibition Information 

Currently we have the following galleries inline for the 

Annual Traveling Exhibition Venues:  
 

          Studio 1219— July 9-July 31, 2020 
1219 Military Street , Port Huron, MI  48060  
(810) – 984 – 2787; Contact person: Gina  

www.studio1219.com  

          Anton Art Center— August 2020 

 

“The Building Environment with Carol Latanision” 

When:  May 17-19, 2020 

Where:  University of Michigan Matthaei Botanical Gardens 

Registration Deadline:  April 30, 2020, limited slots go fast.  

More information regarding directions and cost see  

MWCS website, www.mwscart.com  

https://studio1219.com/


 

Carolyn Latanision  

Workshop 
May 17-19, 2020 

 
University of Michigan Matthaei Botanical Gardens 

1800 N. Dixboro Rd, Ann Arbor, MI 48105 

 

Register online  
https://mwcsart.com/exhibition-entry-info/ 

 

Meet our Juror -  Carolyn Latanision  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Michigan Water Color Society is pleased to announce our juror for the 

73rd Annual Show and Travel Show. Carolyn Latanision has been recog-

nized for her artistic efforts with many awards and by achieving Signature 

Membership in both the American Watercolor Society and the National 

Watercolor Society along with Signature Membership in numerous other 

national societies including Rocky Mountain, Hudson Valley, and Pennsyl-

vania Watercolor Societies. In the 2017 National Watercolor Society Inter-

national Exhibition, she received the top award for her painting. 

People and architecture figure prominently in Carolyn’s work with urban 

scenes frequently depicted. The strength and style of buildings and the 

many abstract patterns of light and dark they provide, the juxtaposition of 

people and architecture, and the connections they create, make a state-

ment about the complexities of the time in which we live. 

A native of Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, Carolyn grew up surrounded by the 

commanding structures and activities of the Bethlehem Steel Company 

plant. When the company closed in 1995, she committed to memorializing 

its importance to this country’s history and realized that the structures had 

influenced her painting in countless ways.  To review her work see her 

website at :  www.carolynlatanision.com  

Comments from the Newsletter Chair 

Belinda McGuire 

Being the daughter of a tool and die maker from Detroit, I grew up around 

heavy machinery, tools, and large industrial facilities.  Early in my career, 

as a starving artist, I learned mechanical/architectural drafting to supple-

ment my artist interest and passion.  In viewing Ms. Latanision’s website I 

greatly admire the detail, the accuracy for which the mechanical devices, 

piping, and industrial structures have been painted.  I know what I am look-

ing from first hand experience and I find her work very believable and his-

torically accurate.  Her work reminds me of an earlier artist  - Charles 

Sheeler, who came to the Dearborn, Michigan to paint and draw the 

Rouge Factory.  Yes, the steel industry of Pennsylvania was a major in-

dustry for the US and employed many hardworking folks.  I believe Ms. 

Latansian is doing justice to the steel workers and the industrial history of 

this great nation.  Bravo!! 

https://mwcsart.com/exhibition-entry-info/


Michigan Water Color Society Show—73rd Annual Exhibition Prospectus 

Patricia Boyst 



Michigan Water Color Society Show—73rd  Annual Exhibition 2020 

Entry Form 

MWCS Members that are 

National Water Color Society  

Signature Members  

 

Robert 

Mary Ann 

Kathleen 

Sy 

Steve 

Paula 

Terry 

David 

Ann 

Valli 

Mark 

Eric 

Kathleen 

Anne 

Darcy 

Gwen 

Christine 

Denise 

Donna 

 

Barnum 

Beckwith 

 

Conover 

Ellens 

Fanelli 

Fiebich 

Henline 

Larkins 

Loveland 

McDougle 

Mehaffey 

Michaels 

Mooney 

Morgan 

Scott 

Tomkow 

Unwin 

Willing-Booher 

Zagotta 

 

Mecosta 

Hancock 

Marquette 

Kalamazoo 

Saginaw 

Shelby Twp 

Fort Gratiot 

Monroe 

Bloomfield 

Augusta 

Empire 

Whitehall 

Lowell 

Grand Haven 

Bloomfield Hills 

Farmington Hills 

West Bloomfield 

Fenton 

Brighton 

 

Congratulations to NWS Members, they 

represent the great water color painting 

talent found in the State of Michigan 



MWCS Signature Membership 

The Board is pleased to announce -  

MWCS Signature Membership 

For a number of years, the Michigan Water-

color Society has been investigating the fea-

sibility of adding a Signature Membership for 

paid members in good standing.  Many other state societies’ have this additional level of membership, usually 

obtained by being selected for a number of annual shows; volunteerism; or a combination of both. 

We are pleased to announce that the Michigan Water Color Society board has unanimously voted to institute 

two new levels of membership: 

Signature member requirements: 

Paid member in good standing 

Juried into annual juried show, as a member, four (4) times within ten (10) years 

 

Great Lakes Fellow requirements: 

Paid member in good standing 

Juried into annual juried show, as a member, four (4) times within ten (10) years 

Served a full, three-year term as a board member/volunteer with Michigan Watercolor Society 

Both the Signature Member and Great Lakes Fellow will be designated as such on the MWCS website; and 

may sign MWCS after their signature going forward from award date.  There is a provision for an Honorary 

Signature Membership to be conferred by two-thirds agreement of all board members, for particularly meritori-

ous services to the society.  There will be no posthumous awards. 

Based upon the availability of records, the decision was made to review the previous 10 years records 

(beginning with the 63rd annual show in 2010) to determine the first round of awards.  If you have been a paid 

member in good standing and have achieved 4 juried shows from 2010 – 2019, you will be awarded a Signa-

ture Member status at our 73rd Annual Show opening reception on May 21, 2020, 6:00 - 8:00pm. 

The addition of these more prestigious levels of membership puts Michigan Watercolor Society more in align-

ment with other state organizations.  We hope it will also encourage new members and volunteerism. 

The by-laws are being amended to reflect this addition. 

Submitted by – Vicki Pisto, Historian 

Historian’s Corner   

Vicki Pisto  



MWCS Thanks the 2019 Donors! 

The  73rd MWCs show is looking for 

donors to help with the prizes in May 

2020.  For those interested see the 

Michigan Water Color Society website 

to see how and where to donate. 



Best Practices by Belinda McGuire 

In this issue of “Best Practices” I am going to discuss the best op-

tion for shipping your work.  The material in this article was pre-

sented at the March 23, 2019 MWCS Spring meeting, which was 

held at the Bloomfield Township Library in Bloomfield Township, 

Michigan.  Since I presented it in the form of a PowerPoint Presen-

tation I will try to condense the presentation to the most important 

points made.  The hope in including this article in this version of 

the newsletter is to stay off issues with the upcoming show.  As I 

said at the March meeting, the MWCS wants your work to arrive 

safely; we want your work to be unpackaged and repackage in a 

timely manner with little issues; and to be returned safely to you.  

All artists must be cognizant of those installing and removing the 

show.  All of us volunteer our time and we want to unpack and 

repack the show in a expedient approach.  

Making a Shipping Box 

Sometimes we cannot find the right size box to ship our painting.   

When shipping a painting, it is important to have a box that fits the  

painting.  You do not want you painting moving around in the box 

and you do not want to pay for extra unused inches in your box size 

at the post office or mailing site.  So what do you need? 

Making the Pattern 

It is important to layout your box to the correct size.  I recommend 

the inside box dimension to be 1 1/2” larger than the outside dimen-

sions of your framed artwork.  This ensures you will have room for 

packing material to go around the outer edges of your frame.    

When laying out your box pattern be sure to include glue tabs to 

affix your corners.  Score the corrugated cardboard at the bend lines 

using a blunt instrument, like the end of you paint brush.  Do not use 

a sharp blade to score the bend lines, this will only weaken your box 

edges and corners.  Glue your box together using the recommended 

glue and use a clamp or binders clips to hold the glue tabs in place 

while the glue sets.  This not a job for the night before shipping the art-

work so plan ahead.  Make the bottom of the box first, and then fit the 

lid to the box bottom allowing the inside dimensions of the top box to be 

1/4” larger than the bottom of the box.  See diagram provide on the next 

page. 

Remember your artwork must be fully framed using plexi-glass and not 

real glass.  Your work should be clearly labeled with the MWCS provid-

ed label.   Your box should be clearly labeled with your name, the title of 

your artwork, and your contact information.  I would place this information on mailing label and affix 

it to all sides of your box inside and out.   

Putting it all Together 

Once your box is ready, I use pipe insulation as shown in the above image that is cut to fit around 

the outside of my  frame.  The pipe insulation can be purchase at any local hardware store and is 

easy to cut to fit your frame.  The pipe insulation works well in protecting your frame.  You may 

include bubble wrap or other packing material (no peanuts) to lay underneath the painting and on 

top of the painting.  Be sure to stick contact  information labels on this material as well. 

 



Finally I always include an packing instruction sheet, which is taped to the top and bottom of the box on the inside with an image of 

my painting to aide those who are packing my work.  I hope this little article helps.  Good Luck and Best Wishes—Belinda McGuire 

Best Practices by Belinda McGuire (continued) 

Above:  Is a computer generated 

image of completed box bottom.  

Note the binder clip or clamp used to 

secure the glue tabs in place while 

the glue process is complete. 

To the right:  This image shows how the painting is laid in 

the box.  More pipe insulation needs to be added to the short 

sides of the painting.  The packing instruction sheet is affixed 

to the inside of the top and bottom boxes.  The other insula-

tions laying on the painting is labeled and will be placed on 

the surface of the painting (top and bottom).  Note the other 

packing material also has labels on them. 



Julie-Ann Magdowski - Corresponding Secretary  

As Corresponding Secretary, Julie-Ann has  the role of handling the incoming entrees 

for the Annual Exhibition, provide the slide show PowerPoint presentation for the Spring 

Meeting and coordinate accepted entrees with the juror.  During the day, Julie-Ann 

works with Beaumont Hospital ,Arts for the Sprit Program.  A number of MWCS mem-

bers have been accepted to share their work which provides great exposure and fills 

the walls with joy and happiness.  

Beaumont Hospital Arts for the Spirit Program is seeking 2D and 3D artwork submissions for the 2019 exhibiting year. 
Our program seeks to create an environment that promotes healing and comfort for our patients, families, visitors and 
employees through various art forms in our hospitals.  

If any MWCS members are interested in partnering with us to showcase your artwork and share your talents with the 
community please contact Julie-Ann Magdowski for a Call for Entry application. The gallery spaces are located on Beau-
mont Hospital main floors and viewed by hundreds each day. All artworks are insured while on Beaumont premises and 
all artwork sales go directly to the artist. 

It is encouraged to submit an ample amount of artwork to form an extensive artist collection for display. Display periods 
run from January-April, April-July, July-October, and October-January. Artists can choose to exhibit for one exhibition 
period or have their art shown throughout the exhibiting year on display at various Beaumont Hospital locations; Dear-
born, Taylor, Trenton, Wayne, Grosse Pointe, Royal Oak and Farmington Hills. 

Please feel free to contact me for a Call for Entry application or for any additional questions at jamag-
dowski@hotmail.com. 

Julie-Ann Magdowski 

jamagdowski@hotmail.com 

(734) 788-0877 

The National Watercolor Society has given us an opportunity to submit two MWCS members that are also NWS members to exhi-

bition in their NWS 50 Stars Exhibition in 2020.  We have 19 members that qualify for this opportunity.  MWCS will accept  two 

paintings from these artist, and will then recommend the two artists that will represent MWCS.   Details will be sent out to these 

members in early January, since submission to NWS is April 1, 2020.  NWS members will submit images to mwcsart@gmail.com  

mailto:jamagdowski@hotmail.com
mailto:jamagdowski@hotmail.com
mailto:jamagdowski@hotmail.com


 
Join the Michigan Water Color Board  
 
Our MWCS board is volunteer. We are dedicated to the ide-
als & programs as well as our passion of watercolor. If you 
have any interest in being on the board…call me, it is fun 
and rewarding.   
 
With your support & participation helps us to continue our 73 
year tradition of promoting water-medium. 
 
“Our mission is to showcase the best water-medium 
artists in Michigan at our annual exhibition, to provide 
master artists presentations and demonstrations at our 
meetings and provide discounted workshop opportuni-
ties with our annual juror.” 

 
 
 

Cheers to a great year artistically for all our members and for the MWCS! Thank you for supporting the Michigan Water 
Color Society!  
 
 
 
Here's how we use your dues. Membership dues cover the room rental cost for two member meet-
ings, dual master artist presenter fees and meeting refreshments. Some dues are used to help cover 
the printing of the annual juried show catalog. 
 
MWCS Membership Benefits   
 
 
• Newsletter - includes all MWCS events, exhibit & workshops opportunities, tips, member news section 
• Notification of meetings, events, prospectus, annual exhibition 
• Attendance at the Fall dual Artist Presentation 
• Reduced annual competition entry fee 
• Supporting & promoting Water-medium Arts and Artists 
• Mentorship by extraordinary professional artists 
 
The annual exhibition entry fee covers our national recognized juror’s fee, dining, lodging and travel expenses as well as 
the cost of the prospectus, the 4-color annual show catalog  printing & mailing. If an artist’s painting sells during the an-
nual show the venue takes their percentage and the artist is paid the balance. MWCS does not receive any funds from 
the sale. The MWCS Award fund donations support the annual exhibition awards. 
 
 
We are always looking for volunteers to take on roles to support the organization. We are in current need of the following 
Board Chair positions;  
 

• Membership Chair 

• Social Media Chair 

• Travel Exhibition Co -Chair  
 
Support and mentoring for these positions will be available. Please contact me if interested in working with a great team 
at roccopistoart@gmail.com or call at 614-408-8500. 




