
On behalf of the Michigan Water 
Color Society (MCWS) Board, 
I was honored to preside over the 
71st Annual Exhibition. 
We hoped you were able to see 
the entire show of 63 paintings at 
the Saginaw Art Museum in Sagi-
naw.  We would once again like 
to thank the team at the Saginaw 
Art Museum for hosting our 71st 
Annual Exhibition.  Working with Saginaw Art Museum 
Executive Director, Stacey Gannon was a pleasure and 
we hope to do joint activities in the future.  
 
I would like to thank all the volunteers that helped with 
the show intake and outtake. This part of the process is 
a lot of work, especially with all the unique packaging 
we receive and then attempt to put back together!  
 
Currently, the 71st Annual Travel Exhibition is on the 
move from the first venue at  Art Studio 1219 in 
Port  Huron.  It will open on September 18th and re-
main through November 3rd at Gallery 194 in La-
peer. The final travel exhibition location will be the 
Greater Flint Arts Council from December 14—January 
4th 2019. 
 
I've traveled from Columbus, Ohio for  MWCS meetings 
and events over the last four or five years. I've always 
loved the Ann Arbor area, ever since my days as an art 
student at Eastern Michigan University, and it is great to 
finally move back to the area.  As I get closer to retiring 
from my IT marketing role after 38 years in the indus-
try, I am looking forward to setting up my art studio/
gallery. 
 
Like many of you, art has always been a passion.  Be-
ing a part of the Michigan Water Color Society is very 
special.   MWCS has shared best practices; provided 
workshops from some of our best members and jurors; 
and introduced me to a number of venues to show my 
work. Our membership is made up of unique artists 
who each have their own individual style, and I've en-
joyed getting to know all of you better. 
 
Join us for the Fall Meeting on October 6, 2018 at 
10:00 AM- 2:00 PM.  Our presenters are Andrea 
Rosenfeld: Pricing - More Than A Number and Denise 
Willing-Booher: The International Exhibition process 
mystery exposed. You should expect an email to order 
your lunch for the meeting as well. 
We will start planning for the 72nd Annual Exhibition 
real soon and I look forward to working with our great 
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Follow  the  Michigan Watercolor Society Facebook page for 

more up to date information and interactions. Post your 

latest paintings, exhibitions and content that would help 

others grow their painting careers. Over 631 likes to 

date. https://www.facebook.com/

71st Annual Exhibition 
Best in Show 
Kent Wiejaczka 

Kent Wiejaczka  “Lake Michigan Ice Series #3 

Congratulations to all the painters in the 71st Michigan Water Color 

Society Annual Exhibitions, which was held at the Saginaw Art Mu-

seum in Saginaw, Michigan. The 63 paintings shown were an ex-

ceptional example of the talent of artists whom reside in the great 

State of Michigan.  A special shout out and congratulations goes 

out to the winners of the 71st Annual Exhibition.  A complete list of 

winners can be found on page five of this newsletter.   

 Many thanks to the curating staff at the Saginaw Art Museum and 

the volunteers that participated in the intake and outtake of the an-

nual exhibition.  A special thank you goes out to the Exhibition com-

mittee who seamlessly organized this wonderful event.  All mem-

bers of the Michigan Water Color Society can be very proud of the 

71st Annual Exhibition.  

Fall Meeting:  Oct 6th 

10:00 AM to 2:00 PM  

 

1099 Lone Pine Road 
Bloomfield Township 

Michigan, 48302 
Phone: 248-642-5800 

It is with great sadness to 

announce that our Exhibition 

Chair, Amy Carels passed 

away recently.  Her cheerful 

and can-do spirit will be 

missed by many.   Condo-

lences to the family. 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Michigan-WatercolorSociety/217901441567135


 
I would like to remind you that if you have not yet paid for your membership dues, there is still time.  Your membership dues help sup-
port the water media arts and artists in Michigan. They also help cover room rental fees for meetings, refreshments and operating 
costs.  
 
You can help support the water media arts and artists in Michigan - so please join us.  
 
Carol Evert—Membership Chair  459 Cottonwood Lane Saline, MI  48176  734.649.4674 (cell/text) 

Membership  Chair  Carol Evert 

Exhibition Co-Chairs —  Kari Skubik, Amy Carels, Carol LaChiusa, Laura Host 
 

Michigan Watercolor 2018 Annual  
Exhibition Travel Show 

 
August 4 -- 31, 2018 

 Opening Reception August 10, 6:pm-
8pm 

Studio 1219 
1219 Military St. 

 Port Huron, MI  48060 
810-984-2787 

Studio1219.com 
 

September 18  -- November 3, 2018 
 Gallery 194 

 
Opening Reception  

September 28, 5PM to 7PM 
 

194 W. Nepessing St. 
Lapeer, MI  48446 
(810) – 667 – 1495 

info@gallery194.com (Katie) 
info@pixlapeer.org  (Jill) 

  
December 14 – January 4, 2019  (closed for 

the holidays from Dec. 22nd thru Jan. 1st) 
  

Greater Flint Arts Council 
816 Saginaw St. 
Flint, MI  48502 

(810) – 238 – 2787 
greaterflintartscouncil.org  
(Contact person: Greg) 

  
Pick-up from the travel show Monday,  

January 7, 2019 
 

Traveling Exhibition  Co-Chairs 
 

Kent Wiejaczka   
 

Carmen Tice  

Kari Skubik 

 

Ready, Set, and Go! 

On a rainy Saturday afternoon, June 9th, the artwork for the 71st Annual Exhibition ar-

rived at the Saginaw Art Museum.  Some of the work was shipped in while other work was 

hand delivered by the artist.  Shown below are the dedicated Exhibition Co-Chairs and 

volunteers who made this show a success. 



Saginaw Art Museum—Belinda McGuire, Newsletter Chair 

Interview with Loissa Harrison-Park – Registrar and Program Coordinator, Asso-

ciate Curator for the Saginaw Art Museum - Belinda McGuire – Newsletter Chair 

The Saginaw Art Museum hosted the 71st Annual Exhibition of the Michigan Water 

Color Society Show.  Located on 1126 N. Michigan Ave, Saginaw Michigan, this 

quaint Georgian Revival Style home complete with an Italian Villa style garden was 

converted to a museum in 1947 was the perfect venue for our show. 

MWCS:  Loissa, tell us about your role in the Saginaw Art Museum. 

I wear many hats at the museum.  I am the Registrar and Program Coordinator.  I am 

also the Associate Curator for the museum as well.  Working with and hosting shows 

likes the MWCS is part of my every day work load. 

MWCS:  Loissa, tell us about your impression and the community impression of 

the 71st Annual MWCS Exhibition. 

The MWCS art show was well received by the community.  Many of the visitors were 

excited to see not only local artists work but the statewide talent work as well.  This 

show was not about classical themes in art, it was about the everyday little nooks and 

crannies that the matter to the artist.  An intimate look at people, places, and objects 

that individuals like about Michigan and what inspires the artist. 

I found the MWCS paintings to be of high caliber.  The blending colors, the attention 

to detail, and the unique subject matters were stunning.  It was cross between photo 

realistic paintings, which most people think unachievable with water color, to the ab-

stract paintings exhibited you could clearly see the attention to detail in the application 

of color and technique. 

What I found most interesting was the visitors who came to see the show.  Some of 

them had never been to the Saginaw Art Museum but were there to support their 

known local artist who had a piece of work in the show.  It gave me insight as to what 

the support network for these artists and who really cares about their work.  I found 

the show to be delight every day I walked through it on my way to my work desk.  

Thank you, Michigan Water Color Society for bringing your beautiful show to our mu-

seum and the MWCS work will always be welcomed back. 

The Saginaw Art Museum – A Jewel of Mid Michigan by Belinda McGuire 

The Saginaw Art Museum was built circa 1904 by Clark L. Ring and his wife Elizabeth

(Lizzie) (Merrill) Ring.  Clark and Elizabeth were offspring of wealthy lumber families.  

Clark himself, joined the family lumber industries and became wealthy in his own right.  

Clark inherited the family home, an Italianate style home, upon the death of his father.  

In 1903, Clark and Lizzie commissioned renowned architect Charles Adam Platt to 

design and build their home, the current museum.  The Georgian Revival structure is 

complete with an Italian villa style gardens that adorn the museum grounds.  In 1946-

47 the home was donated as museum, along with Ring family art. 

Through out the years as the economy declined in Saginaw, so to did the financial 

support for the museum.  Recently with tremendous community support  and dona-

tions the Saginaw Art Museum has not only survived but flourished.  In recent years a 

contemporary style gallery was added to the museum.   Quite frankly, the Saginaw Art 

Museum is a a jewel of mid Michigan, complete with beautiful gallery space, interest-

ing and unique art, and a library to access and study.  The Saginaw Art Museum is 

place where the residents of the State of Michigan should take the time to visit! 

 

Shown above are  historic photos of the 

Saginaw Art Museum before it was con-

verted into the current museum. 



Linda Allen 

Janet Almstadt-Davison 

Kirsten Barton 
K.W.Bell  

Mark Bonnette 

Beverly Booth 

Patricia Boyst 

Bill Brinker 

Janice Brown 

Kay Cassill 

Shanrong Chou 

Bobbie Coven 

Pamela Day 

Janice Dumas 

Cindy Evans 

Steve Fanelli 

Jan Filarski 

Robert Fionda 

Ruth Forman 

Sherry Adams Foster 

Lora Garcelon 

Janice Garrett 

Katherine Harra 

Shirley Hathaway 

Robert Hubbach 

Primary Hughes 

 

Jon Hunter 

Michael Ingle 

Diann Benoit Jameyfield 
Sam Knecht 

David J. Littell 

Catherine McClung 
Belinda McGuire 

Kathleen Mooney 

Stacie G. Rose 

D. Joanne Rummel 

Peg Sandin 

Susan Semenick 

Vianna Szabo 

Donna Thibodeau 

Marilynn Thomas 

Judy Thurston 

Christine Unwin 

Adam VanHouten 

Theodore W. Vassar 

James Velthoven 

Harry Villalonga 

Kent Wiejaczka 

Denise Willing-Booher 

Nobuko Yamasaki 

Donna Zagotta 

Lori Zurvalec 

 

71st Annual Exhibition Artists and the Reception! 



Michigan Water Color Society 

Board of Directors 

 

http://www.mwcsart.com/ 

 

President-Rocco Pisto 

 

Exhibition Co-Chairs,  

Kari Skubik  

Amy Carels 

Carol LaChiusa 

 

Traveling Exhibition Co-Chair 

Kent Wiejaczka  

Carmen Tice   

 

Awards/Fundraising 

Judith Zailo 

 

Corresponding Secretary 

Julie-Ann Magdowski 

 

Graphics- Sue Ann Whitston 

 

Historian-Linda Mendelson 

 

Membership-Carol Evert 

 

Newsletter– Chair  

Belinda McGuire 

 

Program– Ed Marsh 

 

Publicity—Open Position 

 

Recording Secretary 

Diane O’Neil,  

 

Social-Barb Baker  

 

Treasurer-Marilyn Orlando 

 

Webmaster– Joe Kotzan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Membership dues to MWCS 

459 Cottonwood Lane 

Saline, MI 48176 

 

http://www.mwcsart.com/ 

 

71st Annual Exhibition  Winners 

 

MWCS  Fall 2018 Meeting Announcement    

Bloomfield Township Library 

October 6, 2018  10:00 AM to 2:00 PM 



Fall Meeting—October 6th at Bloomfield Township Library 

Fall Meeting Speakers, Andrea Rosenfeld and Denise Willing-Booher 

Andrea Rosenfeld: Pricing - More Than A Number 

If you enter competitions, sell work online or are represented in a gallery, the how-to of pricing our work is often left to 

habit or a best-guess. Andrea will present concrete ideas to make pricing sensible, fair and profitable for us artist types. 

From the psychology of pricing, determining your personal and product value, the place for demographics and alignment 

with financial goals this talk will help us get a handle on a very important part of how we value ourselves, our work and to 

receive fair compensation. 

Andrea Rosenfeld is a fine artist and the Founder / CEO of Detroit Art & Business Institute (thedabi.com) & Embrace Cre-

atives. Andrea guides creative entrepreneurs to banish business fears and craft strong strategies that will allow you to 

rise above your challenges and reach your goals.  

Denise Willing-Booher : The International Exhibition process mystery exposed. 

Learn what criteria is used by the jurors, judges and the system for accepted paintings into a state or international exhibi-

tion. What are the jurors looking for? How are the entrants narrowed down from 1000 to 90? What is the process for the 

awards to be chosen? If you are accepted in a NWS International show what is the process to become a signature mem-

ber? What is considered a good series of paintings for submittal for signature membership? What is the process for 

AWS. How do NWS and other international shows differ? Are some of the big name water media artists making a living at 

art and if so how. 

Denise paints, teaches and displays her work in juried, solo and group shows. She has won regional and local juried and 

people’s choice awards. Denise’s paintings are in numerous corporate and private art collections. Denise is a Signature 

Member of the National Watercolor Society and the NWS 1st VP–Awards as well as the President  Emeritus, of the Michi-

gan Water Color Society.  (willing-booher.com) 



Geoff McCormick  Workshop   

A Watercolorist with a Unique Style.   

The expression “you don’t know what you don’t know until 

you experience it for yourself” applies to any artistic work-

shop.  It always fruitful to learn and see how other artists 

approach their work.    On June 11
th
-13

th
, at the University 

of Michigan Matthaei Botanical Gardens, ten artists were 

treated to a unique water color workshop presented by 

Geoff McCormick, professional artist and juror of the 71
st
 

MWCS Annual Exhibition.  The class was held from 9am-

5pm and it should be noted that Mr. McCormick often 

stayed afterwards to talk with and work with participating 

artist. 

Geoff is a studio painter who applies water color and acryl-

ic pigment with brushes, air brushes, and sponges.  Geof-

f’s extensive graphic design background along with his 

interest in Constructivism, Trompe l’ oeil’ and Photo real-

ism make his approach to painting unique.  He was given 

his first airbrush tool set at age 12.  Geoff disclosed he has 

painted most everything in his career including surf  

boards.   

Using our own subject matter, as a class we explored tap-

ing and masking our paintings using automotive tape and 

Ora-mask stencil film.  Once masked we painted with 

household sponges and then later with regular watercolor 

brushes.  As a class we discussed and studied the differ-

ent results  working with staining pigments versus granular 

pigments.  “Taking the Geoff McCormick workshop was a 

great learning experience. From Geoff’s commercial art 

background in illustration and marketing, he brought tech-

niques to watercolor that I was not aware of. The magic of 

using some of these techniques to produce an interesting 

new piece made the three-day workshop fly by.    I will in-

corporate what was taught into future works”, as noted by 

Rocco Pisto.  Geoff’s style of painting is not for everyone 

and somewhat an untraditional approach to watercolor but 

nevertheless very successful.  The three-day workshop 

with Geoff was time and money well spent! 



A Note from the Juror from the 71st Annual Exhibition 

I would like to thank the Michigan Water Color Society for inviting me to serve as juror of 

selection and judge of awards for the 71st MWCS Exhibition.  I want to thank you all for put-

ting yourselves out there by entering your artwork for consideration.  Being selected for the 

exhibition is an accomplishment.  It was an honor to select 63 paintings from such a large 

body of creative artwork. 

Congratulations to all who were selected for this exhibition and especially to those who 

received an award.   It was quite a challenge to jury a unified exhibition with the wide range 

of excellent work submitted with such wide variety of styles and techniques. 

One of the most rewarding, but also challenging tasks asked of arts professionals is to jury 

a show.  As juror, it is my responsibility to select the strongest exhibition possible.  To 

achieve this, I look at craftsmanship, technical skill, presentation and creativity.  Is the piece 

well executed?  Secondly, I and medium.  Does it express a mood or message?  Has the artist pushed boundaries, bro-

ken rules, taken risks or tried something different?  Does the piece resonate in some way with me?  Does it invite me to 

explore it further? Has the artist created a style that is markedly his or her own?  A successful work of art will capture 

and hold the attention of a viewer.  Strong works of art almost always identify themselves at the first impression. 

Special thanks to Rocco Pisto, Denise Willing-Booher and Julie-Ann Magdowski for making my job easier by having a 

great digital system in place to do the initial review and selection of this 

exhibit.  It has also been a pleasure working with the MWCS and all the 

volunteers and artists it takes to mount an art exhibition of this caliber. 

 

 

Member Exhibitions and Work 

Please take note of the many members who are exhibiting their work.  Show your support for the medium of watercolor and your fel-

low members by attending  their shows.  Some of the exhibition receptions have come and gone but their exhibition is still on display.  

Please try to view the current and upcoming shows, you can learn by viewing other artist’s work. 

Handcrafted wood 

frames made from a 

variety of species, 

constructed with 

wood splined cor-

ners.   

For pricing and more 

information send an 

email to Belinda 

McGuire at  

bgmcad@gmail.com 

Custom Wood Frames 



MWCS 2018 Travel Show 

Gallery 1219—Port Huron  - August 4th-31st, 2018 

Interview with Gina Panoff – Executive Director of 1219 Art Studio  

by Belinda McGuire – Newsletter Chair 

Art Studio 1219 kicked of the 71st MWCS Traveling Exhibition, which opened 

August 4th, 2018.  The reception for the show was August 10th from 6PM-8PM.  

The show was extended until 3PM on Friday, August 31st due in part to a spe-

cial request from an incoming group to the area. 

MWCS:  Gina,  tells about your impression and the community impression 

of the 71st MWCS Traveling Exhibition. 

The 71st MWCS Traveling Exhibition was well received by our community and it 

sparked their curiosity in the Michigan Water Color Society.  It is a real treat to 

host this show.  We have hosted the MWCS Exhibition at least or 4 or 5 times in 

the past.  It is a very popular show not only for Port Huron but for all of St. Clair 

County.  This year’s MWCS show has drawn visitors from Macomb County, Can-

ada, Lexington-KY, and Baltimore-MD.  This is our first year hosting it in August 

and because of that we had a tremendous draw for your show.  

 Our visitors found the show delightful and consider the MWCS work to be of 
exceptional quality.  We can see the passion the artists put into each painting on 
display.  We have had interest in purchasing some of the paintings by our 
guests.  Studio 1219 is so honored to host this show! 



 
 
Our MWCS board is volunteer. We are dedicated to the ideals 
& programs as well as our passion of watercolor. If you have 
any interest in being on the board…call me, it is fun and re-
warding. Board members enjoy dining with the juror after the 
Opening venue’s reception.  
 
Cheers to a great year artistically for all our members and for 
the MWCS! 
 
 
 
 

 
Current open Board positions 
 
• Travel Chair 
• Treasurer 
• Exhibition Chair  
• Recording Secretary 
• Historian 
 
 

Thank you for supporting the Michigan Water Color Society!  
 
 
With your support & participation helps us to continue our 71 year tradition of promoting water-medium. 
 
“Our mission is to showcase the best water-medium artists in Michigan at our annual exhibition, to provide master artists 

presentations and demonstrations at our meetings and provide discounted workshop opportunities with our annual ju-
ror.” 

 
Here's how we use your dues. Membership dues cover the room rental cost for two member meetings, dual master 
artist presenter fees and meeting refreshments. Some dues are used to help cover the printing of the annual juried show 
catalog. 
 
MWCS Membership Benefits   
• Newsletter - includes all MWCS events, exhibit & workshops opportunities, tips, member news section 
• Notification of meetings, events, prospectus, annual exhibition 
• Attendance at the Fall dual Artist Presentation 
• Reduced annual competition entry fee 
• Supporting & promoting Water-medium Arts and Artists 
• Mentorship by extraordinary professional artists 
 
The annual exhibition entry fee covers our national recognized juror’s fee, dining, lodging and travel expenses. As well as 
the cost of the prospectus, the 4-color annual show catalogues printing & mailing. If an artist’s painting sells during the 
annual show the venue takes their percentage and the artist is paid the balance. MWCS does not receive any funds from 
the sale. The MWCS Award fund donations support the annual exhibition awards. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Rocco Pisto  
MWCS:  President  
614-408-8500 
roccopistoart@gmail.com 
 




