
Inspiration is for Amateurs
Aqueous Media Workshop 
with Geoffrey McCormack AWS, NWS
June 11-13, 2018, 9:30 am - 4:00 pm each day
Workshop with the juror of the Michigan Water Color Society 
Watercolor (MWCS) 71st Annual Exhibition. 

“Inspiration is for amateurs – the rest of us just show up 
  and get to work.” 

Be prepared for a different approach to water media in Geoffrey McCormack’s latest three-day 
workshop with the MWCS. Geoff is an emerging master of aqueous media, best known for his 
Rock series and Cardboard Box series: images with startling realistic textures, colors, perspective, 
lighting and shadows. His compositions form an intriguing interplay of shapes and contrasting 
values, often with objects appearing to float on multiple planes. In 2016, Geoff shifted his focus to 
an abstract series using all of the features of his preceding series.

He will share studio practices and techniques he has developed or learned over fifty years as a 
professional artist. He will demonstrate an array of new materials, tools and techniques, revealing 
just how and why he creates such distinctive paintings. Geoff will focus on designing paintings with 
an engaging point of view, using rich color triads, unique textural effects, and dramatic lighting. 
You will combine these techniques and tools with your favorite aqua-media in a series of exercises 
and paintings. You will get several demos daily, personal instruction and critiques, plus plenty of 
painting time. Advanced beginners to masters will benefit from applying these new techniques and 
materials. Suitable for abstract and representational painters. Special masking materials and films 
will be supplied by the instructor.

Workshop Dates: June 11-13, 2018, 9:30 am - 4:00 pm each day
This three-day workshop will take place at the U-M Matthaei Botanical Gardens and Nichols 
Arboretum in Ann Arbor. Cost for the workshop is $250.00 for MWCS members, and $300.00 for 
non-members. Parking is an additional $5.00 per car per day. There is no charge to park if you 
are a member of the Botanical Gardens, or a member of reciprocal gardens. Please bring current 
membership card as proof. A walk-in cooler will be available for food storage.

A class supplies list will be sent to you ahead of the class. Directions and a map to the U-M Matthaei 
Botanical Gardens and Nichols Arboretum may be found at mbgna.umich.edu

REGISTRATION DEADLINE: April 1, 2018
For more information, contact Edward Marsh at 248.399.4186 or nightcry@wowway.com or 
MWCS President Emeritus Denise Willing-Booher at 810.240.9252.

www.mbgna.edu


Artist statement
“I'm a studio painter influenced by Trompe l'oeil, 
Constructivism and later, photo realism. Although 
I don't adhere to all the canons of either school, I 
feel at home with their ideals. My paintings hover 
somewhere between illusion and realism.

I work in series to explore an idea fully and 
express it clearly. A series can be about common 
objects placed in fresh relationships that beg a 
new response. On another level, they are about 
using line, form, mass, value and color to create 
both ephemeral space and material presence  To 
control a series, I establish parameters for subject, 
medium and material. They can be broad and 
allow crossover from other series or tight and 
restrictive.”

To learn more about Geoffrey McCormick and 
his work, please visit mcsurf.com

Aqueous Media Workshop with Geoffrey McCormack
June 11-13, 2018, U-M Matthaei Botanical Gardens and Nichols Arboretum

MWCS Member Fee: $250.00   •   Non-Member: $300   •   REGISTRATION DEADLINE: April 1, 2018

Name

Address Phone

Email

MWCS Member I am interested in MWCS Membership I am interested in Hotel Information.

Make check payable to: Michigan Watercolor Society

Visit the MWCS website for membership information. You may combine the Workshop fee and a MWCS membership fee on a single check.

$35  Individual membership   •   $40  Family Membership   •   $15  Student Membership (School graduation date) 

Mail payment and completed form to: Edward Marsh, 1103 Cherokee Ave, Royal Oak, MI 48067

www.mcsurf.com

